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From Student Rabbi Englander...

According to the Talmud, during the
month of Adar, the Jewish people must
increase their joy. Purim, the holiday
we celebrate that remembers the heroic
actions of Esther and Mordechai and
judges the actions of Haman and King
Ahasuerus, commands us to be joyful and
celebrate the miracle of our salvation. Like
the holiday suggests, everything in our
world seems ‘topsy-turvy’. We find joy
in meeting with friends after a long time,
celebrations of life and renewal. We find sadness when we or
our loved ones become ill, being forced to be apart from one
another for an extended period. Our world just doesn’t seem
‘right’ at the moment. Our tradition’s ask of us to be joyous is
challenging if we do not have joy in our hearts right now.
Where can we find joy in our lives when everything
seems to be falling apart? In the story of Purim, God is not
mentioned once. Our tradition states that God is there, but
God is hidden. We look for God in the small and big miracles
throughout the story, including the salvation of the Jewish
people from their execution under Haman. Like God, who is
hidden throughout the Purim story, joy is hidden in the events
of our life right now. We can find joy in our small interactions
with family and friends either over the phone, zoom, or in
person. We can find joy in taking delight in things that bring
us happiness. Joy can be found in the darkest of times. During
the month of Adar, we are asked to take the extra step to find
joy. When we find it, our world can brighten a little bit even if
it’s been dark for so long.
I also wanted to share what a joy it has been serving the
Mt. Zion community over the last two years. Sharing laughs,
cries, Torah, and celebrations with you all has really lifted
my spirits during these strange couple years. I went into
this student pulpit with the goal of learning from you all.
Fortunately, I have learned more than I expected to. Each
Shabbat evening service, morning Torah study, religious
school lesson, and adult education class gave me the tools to
become a better Jewish leader, teacher, and person. Thank you
for supporting me as a student. I do hope that one day I can
visit Sioux Falls again and be with all of you in person.
Ashley
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From the President...

Being Jewish in South Dakota may feel at times
lonely. Always having to explain ourselves,
our traditions, our beliefs. However, I want to
take this moment to let you know we, Mt. Zion
Congregation, are not alone. We are building
upon our relationship with the Union for Reform
Judaism by a couple of us participating in the
virtual General Assemby this year as delegates.
We are in relationship wtih Hebrew Union College
through the Student Rabbi Program. Our voices
are represented within the South Dakota Faith in
Public Life board and other interfaith eﬀorts. We
have relationships with the JCRC of Minnesota
and the Dakotas and the Anti-Defamation League
of the Midwest. We are part of the Sisterhood and
Hadasah families. We are friends with Chabad of
South Dakota.
We, the Reform Jewish Community, are actively
connecting with and surrounding ourselves with
allies, friends and neighbors to support and
strengthen our community. But we still need to do
our part in making these relationships successful.
We need to show up for each other and participate
in our Mt. Zion community. It is important for all
of us to be intentional in our eﬀorts to make Mt.
Zion a light for all Jews in our area by sharing our
own individual light with each other. Let us see
your light by:
•
•
•
•

Sharing a smile at Shabbat Services
Oﬀering a question at Torah Study
Engaging with the Student Rabbi at Adult Ed
Telling a story with the children at religious
school.

Giving of your time and presence (virtual or in
person) is invaluable to our community success.
Let’s show each other we are here for our
community. Let’s prove to each other that we are
worth our investment of time. Let us be the light
we all need right now.
B’Shalom,
Jen Dreiske, Mt. Zion president

SISTERHOOD
GIFT SHOP
Don’t forget about the Sisterhood Gift Shop
for your Judaica needs!

The Temple is on
Facebook and has
a website!

Matilda Oppenheimer, Gift Shop Coordinator
mejoppen@sio.midco.net

DONATIONS TO
MT. ZION
(December 10, 2021 - January 9, 2022)
Please send Temple contributions to:
PO Box 756, Sioux Falls, SD 57101

GENERAL FUND

To the Congregation from Ronald
Goldsmith (Albuquerque, NM);
Fredric Janklow (Irene, SD); Jodie
& Jacob Forstein; Marilyn & Dave
Aronson; Judith & Michael Peterson

YAHRZEITS

Remember
birthdays,
anniversaries,
yahrzeits, memorials.
Please send
your donations to:
Mt. Zion Temple
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Join Us at the Table!

In memory of Harry Greenbaum
from Lillian Greenbaum

Check it out and
“Like” us today!!

In memory of Cecyle Marsh from
Sandy Radin

TIDINGS DEADLINE:

FEBRUARY 10th

JOIN US!!!

Remember to submit articles
for the March 2022 Tidings to:
carol@theprintersinc.com

Friday Shabbat Dinner
CANCELED FOR
FEBRUARY

Sympathy Wishes
The Congregation extends its
sympathy to the family of Marilyn &
Dave Aronson. Marilyn’s 16 yr-old
great-nephew, Joseph Arnegaard, lost
his life in an automobile accident on
January 25, 2022. We are so sorry
for your tragic loss.

At least for the month of February,
we have canceled our

popular FRIDAY SHABBAT
POTLUCK DINNERS.
We hope to be back together
again very soon! Take care.

Gail
Klein,
Chapter
President
Help support the extraordinary
works of Hadassah with a card
or certificate!
Contact Cards & Certficates
Chair Carol Rosenthal if
you’d like to make a donation.
There’s a card or certificate
in every price range and for
every occasion!!
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Join us as we create a tradition for our Mt. Zion
community of giving and receiving birthday blessings
In Judaism, we are confronted by many, many blessings. The greatest values of this tradition is gratitude, feeling and expressing
our thanks for happenings large and small in our lives. But what does our tradition say about birthdays?
Psalm 118 we read “Zeh hayom asah Adonai; nagilah venism’cha vo” – This is the day the Lord had made, let us rejoice and be
glad in it. But does our birthday hold a particular meaning? We’ve all heard the expression “may you live until 120”. Who but
Jews would actually include a limit on the number of years you should live. “May you have many more” is a refrain often added
to the U.S. Happy Birthday song. It leaves the span of your life open ended. But not Judaism. Our greeting seems to say at a certain point, enough is enough. Why?
To any type of Jewish question, we always got back to our teachings, the Torah. Genesis 6:3 we see G-d is not happy when
“divine beings” take human women as wives. G-d decrees “Let the days allowed him be one hundred and twenty years: At first it
appears living until 120 is not considered a blessing. But then we are told in Deuteronomy Moses lived to be 120 years old. And
in the Talmud we learn great Rabbi’s such as Hillel, Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakkai, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi all lived
to be 120. Being in such good company doesn’t seem so bad.
But why cap our years? Is there deeper wisdom to put a number on birthdays we celebrate? I think a deeper meaning can be
found. It reminds us our time on earth is limited. Eventually our time will come to an end, there are no exceptions. Most of us
won’t live until 120 but I think the important work in the expression is “until”. We all have an “until” and not to only count our
days until then but to make those days count. Psalm 90:12 “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”
When you were born, G-d invested in your soul many talents and qualities. You were entrusted with a mandate to change the
world. G-d entrusted you to challenge the world and work at transforming it to a sacred space in a way. To accomplish this goal,
you were given the ability to achieve incredible spiritual heights. A soul abounding with talents & qualities. Celebrating a birthday can be a demonstration of confidence. Confident you are and will continue to be worthy of G-d’s trust.
In Kabbalah, it is explained; on one’s birthday, the stars are
lined up just the way they were at the time you were born. The
same energy that gave them life can be drawn down again for
more energy and blessing in your life. In celebrating one’s
birthday, the day can be used as a day for personal reflection
and growth. Consider a commitment to learning something
new. Commit to something good for yourself and others in the
coming year.
Jewish tradition shows birthday’s can be a powerful time for
growth, action and self-reflection. They are a reminder of the
greatest miracle in our lives, the moment when G-d placed us
on earth, giving us our very own individual mission in life. A
day for parents to be grateful to G-d for the precious gift He
gave them. A day when the Jewish nation is grateful for the
member of our Nation family. And of course, a day for the
birthday celebrant to express gratitude to G-d for the gift of
life.
Join us as we create a tradition for our Mt. Zion community of
giving and receiving birthday blessings.
Jan Forstein, Ritual Committee Member
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FA M I LY S H A B B AT P OT L U C K D I N N E R
CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

PLANT A TREE
IN ISRAEL!
Reforest Israel by planting trees in Israel through Hadassah/JNF, the Jewish National Fund.
The price of one tree is $18.
To purchase a tree, contact SHELLY ROSENBERG at 513-226-8651
or email shellyrosenberglp@gmail.com

Mt. Zion Congregation
Mt.
Zion
1919

2019

www.mtzionsf.com
14th St. & Duluth Ave.
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-0756

President:................... Jennifer Dreiske
Vice President: ............. Jacob Forstein
Treasurer: ......... Matilda Oppenheimer
Secretary: ..........................Toni Hegna
Board of Directors: ..... David Aronson
Taly Bialostocki
Cathy Ezrailson
Charlie Fenster
Tovia Forstein
Jay Rosenberg
Past President: ................ DaNiel Wood
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YAHRZEITS
All Yahrzeits that are observed Sunday through Saturday
are read the Friday of that same week. If a Yahrzeit is not
listed or you need information concerning Yahrzeits, please
call Jan Forstein at 332-3354. A Yahrzeit card and envelope
will be sent to you to notify you of upcoming Yahrzeits. (If
you do not receive your notification, please contact Jan.)
Also included with the notification card is a donor envelope
if you wish to make a donation to the Temple in memory of
your loved one.

February 4th
Roslie Lux
Dorothy Roganson
Ruben J Light
Ben Light
Adrienne Saalfeld
Erma Sternberg
February 11th
Herman Eirinberg
Leon Maggid
Josef Bleichfeld
Louis Axelbaum
February 18th
Albert Wolfson
Samuel Benshalom Schotten
Sophia Samorodin
Harry Broder
Hy Hurwitz
Sylvia Hurvitz
Minette Koplow
Jean Klein

February 25th
Solomon Korb
Myra Davis
Clara Light
Phillip Friedman
Isaac Levinson
Morris Samorodin
Loren Rea
Mary Hurwitz
Jake Luskey
Paul Katz
David Goodsite
Goldie Frank
March 4th
William Cohon
Harlene Lewin
Lya Rosenstein
Mayme Breslow
Abraham Shapiro
Lawrence “Buddy”
Horwitz
William L. Roth
Sam Eder
Benjamin Katz

IN-PERSON SERVICES, TORAH STUDY &
MEETINGS UPDATE
Mt Zion Congregation’s Board met on January 16th and made the hard decision to
make all of Mt Zion Congregation’s near-future services & programming revert to
Zoom only. The rising number of new COVID infections and hospitalizations tells us
that this is prudent. Please stay well and stay safe!!!!
For the time being, all Shabbat Services and Torah Study discussions will be oﬀered
via Zoom only. We will re-assess in February, but for now….
February 4th: 1st Friday Shabbat Potluck Dinner: CANCELLED
Shabbat Services via Zoom only
February 5th/12th/19th/26th: Torah Study via Zoom only
February 6th: Skyforce group attendance at game: CANCELLED. The team’s rep
has oﬀered to refund the price of any tickets purchased prior to January 17th or to
replace the tickets with some for a game later in the season. Please contact Matilda
if you need to get in touch with him.
February 11th: Shabbat Services led by Student Rabbi Becca Diamond via Zoom
only. Becca will NOT be flying into FSD this weekend.
February 12th: Adult Ed with Student Rabbi Becca Diamond via Zoom only
February 18th: Shabbat Services led by lay-leader via Zoom only
February 21st: Board Meeting via Zoom only. At this Board Meeting we will discuss
whether or not to resume in-person services and if we will hold the March 1st Friday
Potluck dinner.
February 25th: Shabbat Services led by Student Rabbi Ashley Englander via Zoom
only
February 26th: Adult Ed with Student Rabbi Ashley Englander via Zoom only. This
will be Ashley’s FINAL weekend with us.

Mt. Zion Congregation - February 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY
3

7

8

9

Jakob Dreiske Bday

13

14

15

16

4 (4 Adar I)

SATURDAY
5:24 pm

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Lay-led (Zoom ONLY)
FAMILY POTLUCK CANCELED
T'rumah Exodus 25:1-27:19
Haftarah: I Kings 5:26-6:13

Rosh Chodesh Adar I

6

FRIDAY

Jack Forstein Bday

Food Giveaway 4 - 5:30 pm

10

11 (11 Adar I)

TIDINGS
DEADLINE

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Led by St. Rabbi Diamond
(Zoom ONLY)
T'tzaveh Exodus 27:20-30:10
Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10-27

Steve Hansman Bday

Food Giveaway 4 - 5:30 pm

17

18 (18 Adar I)

5:34 pm

5:43 pm

5
10 am Torah Study
via Zoom ONLY

12
10 am Torah Study
via Zoom ONLY
7 pm: Adult Ed
via Zoom ONLY

19
10 am Torah Study
via Zoom ONLY

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Lay-led (Zoom ONLY)
Ki Tisa Exodus 30:11-34:35
Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39
Food Giveaway 4 - 5:30 pm
Rob Peterson Bday

20

21

22

23

24

Vayak'heil Exodus 35:1–38:20
Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16

Helen Ofstein,
Samantha Rosinsky Bdays

28

5:53 pm

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Led by St. Rabbi Englander
(Zoom ONLY)

BOARD
MEETING
7:00 pm via Zoom

27

25 (25 Adar I)

Food Giveaway 4 - 5:30 pm

March 1

2

3

4 (2 Adar II)

6:02 pm

26
10 am Torah Study
via Zoom ONLY
7 pm: Adult Ed
via Zoom ONLY
Ashley's final weekend
with Mt. Zion

5

10 am Torah Study
(6 pm Shabbat Potluck TBD)
In-person (TBD) and via
7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Lay-led (in-person TBD and Zoom) Zoom
Rosh Chodesh Adar II
JoLea Gutnik Bday
Shabbat times provided by Chabad.org/ShabbatTimes

P'kudei Exodus 38:21-40:38
Haftarah: Isaiah 43:21-44:23
Food Giveaway 4 - 5:30 pm

