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TIDINGS OF ZION

from Student Rabbi Joseph Rosen…

The 8th Level of Giving
“On an ascending level, there are 8 levels of 
charitable giving are as follows:

8. When donations are given grudgingly.
7. When one gives less than he should, but does so 
cheerfully.
6. When one gives directly to the poor upon being asked.
5. When one gives directly to the poor without being 
asked.
4. Donations when the recipient is aware of the donor’s 
identity, but the donor still doesn’t know the specifi c 
identity of the recipient.
3. Donations when the donor is aware to whom the 
charity is being given, but the recipient is unaware of the 
source.
2. Giving assistance in such a way that the giver and 
recipient are unknown to each other. Communal funds, 
administered by responsible people are also in this 
category.
1. The highest form of charity is to help sustain a 
person before they become impoverished by off ering a 
substantial gift in a dignifi ed manner, or by extending 
a suitable loan, or by helping them fi nd employment 
or establish themselves in business so as to make it 
unnecessary for them to become dependent on others.”1

Maimonides, the 12th Century Jewish philosopher, 
characterized these as the 8 levels of tzedakah, charitable 
giving. As I prepare to fi nish my time here at Sioux Falls, 
I look back on this teaching and see how Mt. Zion has 
provided me an opportunity to experience the 8th level. 

When I chose this pulpit last April, it was not just to 
fulfi ll a requirement for my program. I chose this pulpit 
because I had heard about this unique community and 
how you would challenge me to give you my best and 
beyond. I remember feeling a bit nervous walking into 
Services, Torah Study and Adult Education for the 
fi rst time, but your genuine hospitality allowed me to 
feel comfortable right away and conveyed to me that 
1  Text taken from http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/eight-levels-of-chari-
table-giving

you were ready and excited for me as your Student 
Rabbi. Through this congregation, I was also given the 
opportunity to teach those outside our community who 
sought to learn about our faith. I thank you deeply for 
those opportunities. Also this year, you have empowered 
me on my journey to instruct and prepare my fi rst student 
for Bar Mitzvah. Seeing this community become excited 
to see one of their own become an adult member of the 
community has been very inspiring for me and for Noah 
as well. I know Noah is excited to show you what we 
have learned and prepared together.

Through my time here, I have come to appreciate 
how important it is to have an active community. I 
was proud to hear in the past weeks when there was a 
speaker coming to Sioux Falls to talk about dangers of 
Islam, that there were members of our community who 
organized to stand with the Muslim Community. I was 
also proud to hear about our congregation’s involvement 
in the Food Giveaway that happens on Fridays. On the 
Shabbat of Yom HaShoah, I spoke about the Righteous 
of the Nations who stood up for us, and I see in this 
congregation, the same inspiration to help others in need. 

Finally, I was happy to serve a congregation that had 
once served my family many years ago. I found out after 
I had picked Sioux Falls, that my great-grandmother 
was hospitalized in Sioux Falls after a heart attack and 
members of the Mt. Zion Sisterhood came to give support 
to her and my grandmother in the hospital. This year, I 
was happy to return the favor of kindness to you as your 
Student Rabbi. 

As Maimonides stated in his 8th level, the greatest givers 
are the ones who provide employment and opportunity 
to become a stronger individual. I have become a more 
confi dent teacher because of the opportunities you have 
given me as well as good constructive comments along 
the way. Your next Student Rabbi is so lucky to have 
such a hospitable and caring community to grow in. I 
wish you all the best and thank you for being apart of my 
education.

Todah Rabbah, 
Joseph
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from the Congregation President…

Traveling the Ancient Incense 
Route in the Negev

The Nabateans traversed the hilly desert by camel, but you can do it 
by car, jeep or bike and see some spectacular scenery along the way.

By Abigail Klein Leichman
https://www.israel21c.org/traveling-the-ancient-incense-route-in-the-negev/

Close your eyes and travel back in time 2,000 years. You’re riding 
the back of a camel laden with frankincense and myrrh from faraway 
Yemen, navigating 100 kilometers (62 miles) across the harsh, hilly 
Negev Desert to get your precious cargo to the Mediterranean ports.

For 700 years, from the third century BCE until the second century 
CE, this was the hazardous but hugely profi table task of the nomadic 
Nabatean people.

Today, the small Israeli portion of the 2,000-kilometer Incense Route 
– a UNESCO World Heritage Site — is a fascinating trail fi lled with 
beautiful desert vistas and archeological discoveries.

The route includes the remains of the Nabatean towns of Halutza, 
Mamshit, Avdat, Shivta and Nitzana  (another, Rehovot- Ruhaibe, 
is hidden by sand dunes), four fortresses (Katzra, Nekarot, Mahmal 
and Grafon) and two khans (Moa and Saharonim). You can see 
evidence of surprisingly sophisticated watering holes, agriculture and 
viniculture that the Nabateans innovated.

“The Roman and Greek empires controlled a lot of cities around 
the Mediterranean shores, and in all these cities there were pagan 
shrines where they sacrifi ced animals. The smell was terrible, so the 
Nabateans brought incense for those shrines to cover the smell of the 
slaughter,” explains tour guide Atar Zehavi, whose Israeli Wild tours 
specialize in off -the-beaten-track jeeping, cycling, hiking and camel-
back trips like the Incense Route.

“The route is surprisingly diffi  cult because there were easier ways to 
go across the Negev. But the Nabateans wanted to stay hidden from 
other Arab tribes that might ambush the caravans, and they wanted 
to avoid being discovered by the Romans so they could keep their 
independence,” Zehavi tells ISRAEL21c.

The Incense Route was a channel for trading of goods such as 
Arabian frankincense and myrrh. Photo by Doron Horowitz/
FLASH90
“They knew how to harness the harsh desert conditions to their 
advantage, building water holes and strongholds others would not 
fi nd. The Romans conquered Judea pretty easily but it took them 
another 150 years to conquer the Nabateans.”

Jeeping and sleeping

Zehavi recommends a two-day “jeeping and sleeping” excursion 
along the Incense Route (also called the Spice Route).

Start in the east, at Moa in the Arava Valley, site of an ancient khan 
(desert inn). From there, ascend the Katzra mountaintop, a stronghold 
overlooking the whole region.

This will give you an appreciation for how hard it was to lead a 
caravan of camels up a steep slope.

“They’d travel 30 kilometers a day between khans. One camel 
carried 350 kilos [771 pounds] of incense and only needed to drink 
once every 10 days or so,” says Zehavi, who has a master’s degree in 
environmental studies.

Even back then, camels wouldn’t have much to drink at the third 
stop, the Nekarot River, a dry riverbed that once fl owed through the 
Arif mountain range and northern Arava. The Nekarot is part of the 
Israel National Trail and boasts spectacular landscapes.

This leads you past Saharonim to the fourth stop, the town of 
Mitzpeh Ramon with its world-famous Ramon Crater (Makhtesh 
Ramon), which still has visible Nabatean milestones among its 
abundant fl ora and fauna including the Nubian ibex.

Ramon is the world’s largest erosion crater, stretching 40 kilometers 
(25 miles) and descending to a depth of 400 meters (a quarter mile). 
It has unique geological structures such as the Hamansera (Prism) of 
crystallized sandstones and the Ammonite rock wall embedded with 
fossils.

Camp out overnight in the crater, if weather and traveler preferences 
permit. A variety of hotels, from desert lodge to hostel to luxury, are 
also in the crater area. While in Mitzpeh Ramon, you may want to 
include the visitors’ center and a nighttime stargazing tour.

The next morning, you’ll have a choice of trails for walking, jeeping 
or biking in the crater. A guided jeep tour is always a good option.

Getting back on the Incense Route, you’ll go up Mahmal Ascent 
on the northern rim of the crater, a 250- to 300-meter climb to the 
Mahmal Fortress. Proceed northwest from there to Avdat National 
Park, site of a fl ourishing Nabatean city where you can see shrines 
that were later turned into Byzantine churches.

Zehavi explains that after the Roman Empire transitioned into 
Byzantine Christianity around 324 CE, incense was no longer needed 
so the Nabateans started producing wine and desert agriculture as 
well as raising Arabian horses.

“It’s amazing to see the way the harsh desert was colonized for 
agriculture through the use of highly sophisticated irrigation 
systems,” says Zehavi.

End your tour of the Incense Route at Avdat or go northwest to 
Shivta National Park  and Halutza, or northeast to Mashit National 
Park near Dimona.
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DONATIONS
( March 10 - April 9, 2017)

Please send all Temple contributions to:
PO Box 756, Sioux Falls, SD 57101

GENERAL FUND
In honor of the birth of her great-
grandson Adam Cooper from Sandy 
Radin

In honor of Sandy Radin in her new role 
as a Great-Grandmother from Mark & 
Matilda Oppenheimer

To the Congregation from Susan & 
Charles Wolf and their family through 
the Walter S. Mander Foundation  

To the Congregation for the Community 
Passover Seder from Cindy & Stuart 
Jacobs; Joseph Rosen; Sharon & Charles 
Rosen (Rochester, MN); Sandy Radin; 
Lillian & Harry Greenbaum; Marilyn & 
David Aronson; Steph &  DaNiel Wood; 
Richard Scholten; Michele & Charles 
Fenster (Brookings, SD); Fred Bryner; 
Carolyn Margulies; Lorna Gallanter; 
Adrian Cordovi (Sioux City, IA); Nancy 
& Marc Feinstein; Stuart Pevsner; Freda 
& Dick Hosen

In honor of Joel Greene’s 20 years of 
tutoring Reading in the Sioux Falls 
Public Elementary Schools from Miriam 
& Joel Greene

Remember birthdays, 
anniversaries, yahrzeits, 
memorials. Please send 

your donations to:
Mt. Zion Temple

PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

TIDINGS 
DEADLINE:

MAY 10th
Remember to submit articles 

appropriate for the Summer (June/
July/August)Tidings.

To submit articles, email them to:
carol@theprintersinc.com

Egg Cartons needed!
The Food Give Away needs egg 

cartons. If you can bring them to 

the Temple, please leave them on 

the table in the library.

Note from the Treasurer: The Temple’s current fi scal year ends 
on May 31st. If you still owe dues for the 2016-17 term, please try to 
send in your payment by the end of this month.
In May, the Finance Committee will be preparing our budget for the next 
fi scal year which runs from June 1, 2017 thru May 31,2018. If you anticipate a 
signifi cant increase or decrease in your fi nancial support of the Temple, please let 
me know by May 12th, if possible. Your information will be held in confi dence, 
but having a realistic idea of what we can expect to collect in dues and donations 
(which comprise our operating income) is critical to drawing up a realistic budget. 
We have many fi xed expenses (building maintenance, insurance, utilities, Student 
Rabbi stipend and expenses, security and more) that must be covered by the dues 
and donations which we collect. 
The proposed budget will be presented to the membership for approval at the 
Annual Membership Meeting on June 14th.
Our board members make every eff ort to manage the community’s funds 
conservatively and responsibly. We welcome your input.

Sincerely, Matilda Oppenheimer, Treasurer

Mt. Zion Speakers’ 
Bureau Looking for 
Interested Members

The Temple frequently receives calls 
from community groups looking 
for speakers and/or panelists to 
participate in various interfaith/
diversity events. Should we establish 
a “Speakers Bureau” with a list of 
Mt. Zion community members who 
are willing to represent us when these 
calls come? If you are interested in 
joining a Temple Speakers’ Bureau, 
please notify Matilda.

NOAH HUBLEY’S
BAR MITZVAH

Saturday, June 10 • 6:00 pm

All congregants are invited. 
Please come at 5:15 pm

for a light pre-oneg.
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IN OUR HANDS: The Battle for Jerusalem

From the creators of The Hope and Made in Israel comes a CBN 
Documentaries Film, In Our Hands: The Battle for Jerusalem, 
which marks the 50th anniversary of the Six-Day War and 
commemorates this historic battle. For centuries, their nation had 
been in exile. For a generation, they had been without access to 
their ancestral city. For six days, surrounded by enemies, Israel 
stood alone … and changed history. In May of 1967, Arab nations 
joined together with a stated goal to wipe Israel off  the map. Less 
than 20 years after reforming as a nation, Israel was on the verge of 
extinction. Yet six days in early June 1967 changed history forever.

In Our Hands tells the story of Israel’s 55th Paratrooper Brigade 
and how Israel’s Defense Forces risked everything for the sake 
of their homeland. With fi rst-hand interviews and historical 
reenactments, this powerful docudrama focuses on the commitment 
and sacrifi ce of the soldiers who reunited Jerusalem. Experience an 
exclusive conversation with Gordon Robertson, as he discusses the 
signifi cance of the Six-Day War.

Tuesday, May 23rd • 7:00 pm
Tickets may be purchased at: https://www.fathomevents.com/
events/in-our-hands

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Do a mitzvah for the community - Be part of the solution

Please note that we are in need of leaders for Friday night Shabbat Services 
when there is no Student Rabbi in town. There are several community members 
who are happy to assist you with preparing and/or leading the services. 
Prayers/readings/songs may be led in English or Hebrew at the service 
leader’s prerogative. There are still openings in May and this summer (see 
schedule below). Please contact Jan Forstein, Ritual Committee to volunteer 
at bityah01@aol.com or leave her a message at 332-3354.

Mt. Zion 
Cemetery Update

If anyone would like updates on 
the Mt. Zion Temple Cemetery and 

its Cemetery Association (which 
is currently being re-organized), 
please contact: Susan Hurwitz 

susanhurwitz1@gmail.com. Susan, 
Nancy and Chuck Hurwitz are 

the children of the late Duke and 
Dorothy Hurwitz. They are in the 
process of setting up a perpetual 

fund for maintenance and ongoing 
administration of the cemetery. They 
very much want to hear from anyone/

everyone with an interest in the 
Cemetery.

SAVE THE DATE: 
JUNE 5th FOR AN 
UPDATE ON THE 

CEMETERY

Hadassah is pleased to announce that Cathy Ezrailson has 
become a Life Member. Welcome, Cathy!

And please, if I’ve failed to recognize any honors, donations, life 
memberships for Hadassah, please let me know!

Help support the extraordinary works of Hadassah with a 
card or certifi cate! Contact Cards & Certfi cates Chair Carol 
Rosenthal if you’d like to make a donation. Th ere’s a card or 

certifi cate in every price range and for every occasion!!

Gail Klein, Chapter President
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PLANT A TREE
IN ISRAEL!

Reforest Israel by planting trees 
in Israel through Hadassah/

JNF, the Jewish National Fund.
The price of one tree is $18.

To purchase a tree, contact 
SHELLY ROSENBERG at

513-226-8651 or email her at
shellyrosenberglpa@gmail.com

“Like”
South Dakotans

for Israel on 
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/SD4Israel

Join Us
at the Table!

Our potluck dinners have been a HUGE 
success. Everyone who comes says they are 
great and it’s reallly wonderful to get together 
and share a Shabbat meal. The next Shabbat 
potluck dinner is May 5th at 6:00 pm. Save 
June 2nd for the one after this month’s. 
We hope to see even more  of our community 
there. Just bring a dish and join us.

This dinner is open to all families of the 
congregation. This dinner will occur every 
fi rst Friday of the month whether the Student 
Rabbi is in town or not. The dinner will 
conclude before services. Attendees are 
not required to go to services following the 
dinner but are certainly welcome to do so. 
Please put this on your calendar and join us. 

For more information, contact Stephen 
Rosenthal at rosenthal.stephen@gmail.

com or call the Temple at 338-5454. 

The Temple is
on Facebook and has a website!

Check it out and
“Like” us today!!

STUDENT RABBI 
JOSEPH ROSEN’S

SCHEDULE
2017

May 12 - 14

Thank You to all of the Oneg 
Shabbat Hosts this Year

A big thanks to all of the hostesses 
and everyone who helped out for the 

Oneg Shabbats this year!

Thank you so much, 
Cathy EzrailsonSPECIAL EVENTS/

MEETINGS
MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!
Monday, June 5th: Save the date for 
a meeting concerning the Mt. Zion 
Cemetery Association. More details 
to follow. Share what has been done 
at the cemetery, solicit ideas for the 
future of the cemetery. Open to all 
who are interested.

Save the Date:  Annual Temple 
Membership Meeting and Election 
of Offi  cers on Wednesday, June 14th 
at 7pm

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to Sandy Radin

on the birth of her great-grandson 
Adam Cooper

Remember to shop at the 
Sisterhood Gift Shop! 
Matilda Oppenheimer (332-8404)

and Judy Lampert (339-3170)

SISTERHOOD 
GIFT SHOP
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Mt. Zion Congregation
www.mtzionsf.com
14th & Duluth Streets
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-0756

President: .................... Royce Hansman
Vice President: .......Mark Oppenheimer
Treasurer: ...........Matilda Oppenheimer
Secretary: ...........................Stuart Jacobs
Board of Directors: .........Marc Feinstein

Jan Forstein
Raleigh Hansman

Judy Lampert
Stephen Rosenthal

 DaNiel Wood
Past President: .............Bernice Schotten

Pot luck D innerPot luck D inner
Friday, May 5, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Friday, June 2, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Friday, July 7, 2017 at 6:00 pm

Friday, August 4, 2017 at 6:00 pm



Mt. Zion Congregation - May 2017
SATURDAYSUNDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAYMONDAY

12 (Iyar 17)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Student Rabbi Rosen
Emor, Lev. 21:1-24:23
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

26 (Sivan 2)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service

B’midbar, Num. 1:1-4:20
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22
Dawn Gutnik bday

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm 
(meet at 2:30 at Temple to carpool)

19 (Iyar 24)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service

B’har-B’chukotai, Lev. 25:1-
27:34
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:24
Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm
Matilda Oppenheimer bday

6

10 am Torah Study

Stuart Jacobs bday

13

10 am Torah Study

Adult Ed 6:30 pm

20

10 am Torah Study

27
10 am Torah Study

Jaina Greene bday

10
TIDINGS
DEADLINE
(for SUMMER 
Tidings - June,
July & August)

987

Religious School 10 am

Gretchen Hegna bday

18171615
Larry & Anita Bierman
anniv, Sara Crosby bday

14

Religious School 10 am

Lag B'Omer

30

Leonard & JoLea Gutnik 
anniv

2928
Religious School 10 am

24

Yom Yerushalayim: 
the 50th 
Anniversary of the 
Reunification of 
Jerusalem

Jill Storm bday

23

"In Our Hands: 
The Battle for 
Jerusalem"
documentary
7 pm

21

Temple Board Meeting
9 am

Religious School 10 am

June 1

22

31

Shavuot

8:24 pm

8:31 pm

8:38 pm

11

25

Jen & Chris Dreiske anniv, 
Sara & Daniel Crosby 
anniv

32

Yom Ha'Azmaut
Happy 69th,
Israel!

41

Yom Ha'Zikaron
Israeli Memorial 
Day

A reminder that proper attire should 
be worn when participating in 

services at Mt. Zion Temple. Your 
cooperation with this matter is 

greatly appreciated.

2 (Sivan 9)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service

Naso, Num. 4:21-7:89
Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

3

10 am Torah Study

Mark & Matilda Oppenheimer anniv, 
Rowan Greene bday

8:44 pm

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Temple Membership 

Meeting and Election of Officers  
Wednesday, June 14th at 7pm

5 (Iyar 10)

6:00 pm Family Potluck Dinner
7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Acharei Mot-K’doshim, Lev. 
16:1-20:27
Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15
Mitch Bernstein bday
Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

8:16 pm

8:42 pm



YAHRZEITS
All Yahrzeits that are observed Sunday through Saturday are 
read the Friday of that same week. If a Yahrzeit is not listed 

or you need information concerning Yahrzeits, please call Jan 
Forstein at 332-3354. A Yahrzeit card and envelope will be 

sent to you to notify you of upcoming Yahrzeits. (If you do not 
receive your notifi cation, please contact Jan.) Also included with 

the notifi cation card is a donor envelope if you wish to make a 
donation to the Temple

in memory of your loved one.

May 5th
Elsa Oppenheimer   
Anna Horwitz  
Louis A. Horwitz    
Sam Robinson 
Enid Gail Magidson    
Barney Kopel   
Louis R. “Duke” Hurwitz

May 12th
Max Swedelson   
Arthur Greenbaum   
Margaret Harris   
Bernie Eirenberg
Henry Bailin  
Marvin Davis   
Edna Hiatt 

May 19th
Richard L. Storm   
Huldah Bailin   
Hans Jacoby   
Harry Sigelman  
William Shapiro 
Albert Haney   
Louis Luskey   
Louis Cohen  
Max Stein  
John Agrant

May 26th
Erna Broder   
Lauren Forstein   
Billie Lewis   
Rachel Light   
Elsie Shapiro 
Bernice Stern   
Mark David Kohn   
Carolyn Bochnik  
Mollie Aaronson

June 2nd
Edwin Livingston   
Mamye Light   
Uryon Davidsohn   
Arthur Goldstein
Maurice Magidson   
David L. Aronson, Jr.   
Ethel Kaufman

Mt. Zion Congregation

ANNUAL MEETING
and

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
and

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tuesday, June 14th
7:00 p.m.

Temple Social Hall

One vote per family unit
All members are encouraged to attend

Offi  cers and Board of Directors will be elected!
Annual reports will be given!

2017 - 2018 budget to be presented! 



  When you tour Israel with Hadassah, it’s not just a mission. 
It’s a powerful cultural, emotional, and spiritual adventure. 

Connect with Israel

HADASSAH THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC.
©2017 Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. Hadassah, the H logo, and Hadassah the Power of Women Who Do are registered trademarks of Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. 

FIND YOUR PERFECT 
TOUR AT AYELET.COM 
OR HADASSAH.ORG/
MISSIONS, OR CALL 
CARALIE COLE AT 
800.237.1517, EXT. 323.

Contact CAROL 
ROSENTHAL, National 
Missions Co-Chair, at 
crosenthal@hadassah.org

limited

capacity

2017 
O JERUSALEM! 50TH REUNIFICATION MISSION  
Come Home with Us and Celebrate Hadassah’s Historic Role 
Led by Hadassah National President Ellen Hershkin  |  May 21 - 26, 
2017

SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER: BEST OF ISRAEL HADASSAH MISSION 
Led by Shelley Kaplan  |  September 5 - 15, 2017

HADASSAH ASSOCIATES MISSION: JERUSALEM &  
THE SPECTACULAR SOUTH   
Led by Fred Safer & Sherryl Kaufman  |  October  15 - 27, 2017 
Eilat, Petra or Tel Aviv extensions  |  October 27 - 29, 2017  

HADASSAH FLORIDA MISSION: ISRAEL—SEEING IS BELIEVING 
Led by Marion Aronheim, Linda Goldstein, Dorrie Kahn 
& Susan Lafer  |  October 18 - 31, 2017 
Eilat extension  |  October 31 - November 2, 2017

ULTIMATE ISRAEL: HADASSAH’S AUTUMN MISSION TO ISRAEL 
Led by Aileen Bormel  |  October 31 - November 10, 2017

2018 
JOY OF PURIM & POWER OF HOMELAND HADASSAH MISSION 
Led by Linda Freedman Block  |  February 27 - March 11, 2018
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