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TIDINGS OF ZION
from the Congregation President, Dr. Mark OppenheimerFrom the Student Rabbi...
These North American baby boomers teach Israeli kids English
By Ben Sales. March 20, 2018

An Israeli high school 
student videoconferences 
with a North American 
baby boomer for a weekly 
English lesson. (Courtesy of 
Israel Connect)

(JTA) — There’s no reason 
Hodaya Koskas and Barrett 
Brickell would know each 
other.

Koskas, 14, is a high school student from a small city in central Israel who takes 
ballet classes and hopes to be a dancer. Brickell, 71, is a retired schoolteacher 
from Ottawa, Canada.

But they’ve been video chatting every week since September. The unlikely 
pairing begins by having Koskas read a one-page English description of a 
place in Israel — perhaps the Western Wall or a mall. Then they shift into 
talking about their lives.

Koskas talks about an upcoming ballet competition that, if she wins, could 
lead to a trip to New York City. Barrett talks about life in Canada — the snow 
outside his window, the particulars of the local malls. Koskas says she now 
understands that in Canada, people hit the malls with a bigger bag than in 
Israel, so they can buy more stuff .

“I feel a connection to another world,” Koskas told JTA of the conversations. 
“I talk about what’s done there and what’s polite there. We talked about how 
they shop and how we shop.”

The Israeli teen and the Canadian retiree are participants in Israel Connect, a 
program where older North American adults tutor Israeli kids in English once 
a week via video chat. For seniors like Brickell, the program is a relatively 
easy way to connect with Israel and help kids. For kids like Koskas, the 
sessions expand their vocabulary, improve their pronunciation and introduce 
them to North American culture (she now knows how to pronounce “read” in 
the past tense, for example).

“I want to fi nd out about their personal lives,” said Brickell, who taught fi fth 
and sixth grade for nearly 20 years, and now tutors three kids as part of Israel 
Connect. “I end up liking them a lot. The time I get to spend with young 
people is very meaningful to me, and I have a feeling that they enjoy it.”

The program began in 2011 as a side project of Sarah Gordon, a Canadian with 
Israeli parents who taught Hebrew in Ottawa. A former classmate of Gordon 
who taught English in Israel told her about some of her Arab-Israeli students 
who were struggling to pick up what would be their third language. So Gordon 
matched them with Canadian seniors she knew who could tutor them from 
afar.

Since then, Israel Connect has mushroomed. It spread to Toronto and a few 
areas in the United States, from New Jersey to Baltimore to Florida. It now 
has 400 volunteer tutors, mostly baby boomers and older, and 500 Israeli high 
school students from 35 schools. Gordon said baby boomers are a good fi t 
because they wake up early and tend to have free time.

The schools are mostly on Israel’s periphery — smaller and often poorer towns 
that are distant from Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The students themselves come 

Continued on page 3

This will be my last piece in the Tidings as 
your student rabbi, which makes this especially 
diffi  cult, as I have greatly valued my time in 
Sioux Falls. I would like to share a quote from 

the great rabbi, Abraham Joshua Heschel, that I think sums up 
the time I have spent here this school year:

What we need more than anything else is not textbooks 
but textpeople. It is the personality of the teacher which 
is the text that the pupils read; the text that they will 
never forget. The modern teacher, while not wearing a 
snowy beard, is a link in the chain of a tradition. He is the 
intermediary between the past and the present as well. 
Yet he is also the creator of the future of our people. (A.J. 
Heschel, The Insecurity of Freedom)

Of course, I have had the chance to share some of what I have 
learned, but alongside that, I have had the chance to learn from 
each and every member of the congregation with whom I have 
come into contact. I have had the privilege of learning from 
a thoughtful, caring, and (only occasionally argumentative) 
community made up of self-motivated learners. You have been 
my textpeople!

When I fi rst heard about Mt. Zion’s weekly services and Torah 
study, even without the student rabbi present, I was excited. 
One of my understandings of the role of rabbis is to make 
themselves a little bit obsolete by inspiring lifelong Jewish 
study. I have never seen this as clearly as at weekly Torah 
study, where an exhaustive reading of the whole Torah leads to 
compelling and passionate discussion and disagreement.

In Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, we read that one who argues 
with their teacher is like one who argues with the Divine 
Presence. While this is likely meant as a warning against 
disrespecting one’s teachers, I fi nd arguing with God, teachers, 
students is essential to continuing our Jewish chain of tradition. 
We argue and disagree, but even then, we maintain love and 
respect for each other as people and intellectual equals. I 
believe the Jewish community of Sioux Falls embodies this.

Mt. Zion will have another student rabbi next year, but I will 
carry your lessons with me, and you will continue shaping 
Reform rabbis in meaningful ways. You are the textpeople. 
You are the teachers. You are creating the future of our people.

L’shalom,
Michael
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DONATIONS
( March 10 - April 9, 2018)

Please send all Temple contributions to:
PO Box 756, Sioux Falls, SD 57101

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Dr. Ira A. 
Abrahamson, Jr. from Shelly & Jay 
Rosenberg
In memory of Marty Gallanter from 
Shelly & Jay Rosenberg; Lillian & 
Harry Greenbaum
In memory of Edward Ezrailson 
from Cathy Ezrailson
To the Congregation from Fredric 
Janklow
To the Congregation from the Walter 
S. Mander Foundation and the Wolf 
Family
Wishes for comfort and recovery to 
Paul Aronson from Mark & Matilda 
Oppenheimer
In memory of Fayga Halpern 
Gordon from Matilda & Mark 
Oppenheimer
To the Congregation in Appreciation 
of the Passover Seder from Richard 
Scholten; Carin & David Rosinsky; 
Freda & Dick Hosen; Mark & 
Matilda Oppenheimer; Deb & Steve 
Hicks; Marilyn & Dave Aronson; 
Dawn Gutnik; Stephanie & DaNiel 
Wood; Nilita Stotland; Sandy Radin; 
Lin Rostrom

A Note from the 
Treasurer
Dear Mt. Zion Temple Members 
and Friends,
I have tried to issue receipts for 
dues and donations in timely 
fashion throughout the year as 
they are received. If you need 
a duplicate copy of a receipt, 
please contact me
in writing via e-mail or regular 
mail. Please try to include an 
approximate date and amount of 
your payment with the request. 
Thank you! 
Matilda Oppenheimer,, Treasurer

mejoppen@sio.midco.net

Dakota Discovery Museum 
to open exhibit celebrating 
Jewish culture in South 
Dakota, Midwest
   
With the goal to recognize and celebrate South 
Dakota’s rich cultural history, Dakota Discovery 
Museum will open a summerlong exhibit dedicated 
to the immigration of Jews to the Midwest.
“Dakota Diaspora: Jews in South Dakota” and 
“Transfer of Memory” exhibits will be open to the public at Dakota Discovery Museum 
in Mitchell beginning Tuesday, May 15. The exhibit and accompanying program are the 
result of a collaborative partnership between Dakota Discovery Museum, the Jewish 
Community Relations Council for Minnesota and the Dakotas, and Dakota Wesleyan 
University. Multiple program events are scheduled for the summer and early fall, with 
the entire exhibit closing Sept. 15.
Hours for the museum are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturday. Regular admission rates are $7 for adults, $6 for seniors, $3 for 
children 7-17, and free for children 6 years and younger.
People of Jewish descent entered Dakota Territory in the 1870s during the Black Hills 
Gold Rush.
“‘Dakota Diaspora: Jews in South Dakota’ is a museum exhibit that includes 
photographs, art, artifacts, interviews and six program events with discussion 
components that tell the story of Jewish people in South Dakota’s history and their 
cultural contribution,” said Rod Brown, manager at Dakota Discovery Museum. 
“A signifi cant component is the work of Dakota Wesleyan students who conducted 
interviews, networked with various South Dakota Jewish families, and acquired exhibit 
items on loan.”
“Transfer of Memory,” a traveling exhibition from the Jewish Community Relations 
Council for Minnesota and the Dakotas, portrays the stories of Holocaust survivors who 
settled in the Midwest, particularly Minnesota, following World War II. 
The exhibits are sponsored by Dakota Discovery Museum with help of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council for Minnesota and the Dakotas, as well as the South 
Dakota Humanities Council; Mount Zion Temple, Sioux Falls; Congregation B’Nai 
Isaac, Aberdeen; Synagogue of the Hills, Rapid City; and contributions from Drs. Mike 
and Lesta Turchen, both of Hill City and former faculty members of DWU; and the 
McGovern Center at Dakota Wesleyan University.
Brown and the Rev. Joel Allen, associate professor of religion at Dakota Wesleyan, have 
worked with DWU students and South Dakota residents to collect artifacts and conduct 
interviews for the “Dakota Diaspora” exhibit.
The B’nai Isaac Synagogue in Aberdeen has loaned the museum a model of 
the synagogue; the original sign for the building; Seder dishes – The Seder is a 
commemoration service and dinner marking the beginning of Passover; two tallits, 
which are prayer shawls; and a banner, which is used to cover the ark that contains the 
synagogue’s Torah scrolls.
“One of the Seder dishes tells the story of the Exodus,” Brown added.
Herschel and Bea Premack, of Aberdeen, loaned the exhibit a framed house blessing in 
Hebrew; a mezuzah, which is a vital element to an observant Jewish home; and several 
dreidels, which are children’s toys.
Synagogue of the Hills in Rapid City has lent the Deadwood Torah Scroll to the exhibit, 
which was most likely created during the mid-19th century in central Europe. Other 
items also lent include a shofar, a musical instrument made from the horn of an animal, 
and an 18-inch tall brass menorah.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Do a mitzvah for the community -

Be part of the solution
Please note that we are in need of leaders for Friday night Shabbat Services 
when there is no Student Rabbi in town. There are several community 
members who are happy to assist you with preparing and/or leading the 
services. 
Prayers/readings/songs may be led in English or Hebrew at the service 
leader’s prerogative. We are in the process of setting a schedule for service 
leaders for this fall. Please contact Jan Forstein, Ritual Committee to 
volunteer at bityah01@aol.com or leave her a message at 332-3354.

Remember birthdays, 
anniversaries, yahrzeits, 

memorials.
Please send your donations 

to:
Mt. Zion Temple

PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Thank You
Dear Mount Zion Congregation,

Thank you for your thoughts, 
Uniongram and congratulations!

Jack is doing great and we are staying 
very busy keeping up with him!

We are excited for this new journey and 
lucky to have all of your support and 

encouragement.
Jacob, Jodie and Jack Forstein

Thank You
Thank you to Deb Hicks, Stuart 

Jacobs and Matilda Oppenheimer for 
coordinating the Mount Zion Temple 

Passover Seder. Thank you to everyone 
who volunteered their time and talents 

in setting up for the Seder and to 
everyone who helped to put the Social 
Hall & kitchen back in order following 
the Seder. Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the Seder and to those 
who brought desserts. It was truly a 

community event!!!!

from a range of religious, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds. Gordon said she has a waiting list 
of 100 schools that want to join, and is hoping to expand her volunteer base.

“Most of our volunteers are connecting with students in towns they’ve never heard of before,” said 
Gordon, who now co-directs the organization full-time with her husband. “We take the ones that 
have the strongest need. Some of the schools we work in don’t have English teachers. We have 
schools where we are the English program — we do not recommend that.”

Israel Connect, which pairs Israeli students with senior citizen English tutors in North America, 
works mostly with schools on Israel’s periphery. (Courtesy of Israel Connect)

English is usually a key part of the school curriculum in Israel, and is viewed as a gateway to cultural 
exposure, academic excellence and professional success. Students in Israeli high schools receive 
four to fi ve hours of English education per week, and an entire section of Israel’s version of the SAT 
is devoted to English profi ciency. But Gordon said most of the students’ practical knowledge of 
English comes from pop culture.

“They watch a lot of TV and listen to a lot of music,” she said. “It’s not uncommon for them to show 
up the fi rst week and [as] they’re talking with a retired dentist or brain surgeon, they’ll say, ‘Hey, 
what’s up, dude.’ And the teacher will say, ‘We start with ‘Hi, how are you?’”

The core of Israel Connect’s curriculum is the one-page handouts on Israeli locales, which come with 
pictures. Volunteers will help the students read through the paragraphs, and then will discuss them 
before pivoting to casual conversation.

The only restriction Gordon gives is to avoid politics. Some of the participating schools are in West 
Bank settlements, and Gordon stresses that the program does not take political positions and aims to 
serve Israeli kids regardless of where they are. Retired doctors are also told not to provide medical 
advice.

“They didn’t choose to be born into this confl ict,” Gordon said of the students. “They didn’t choose 
to go to the army in two years. We should just be empathetic to their reality.”

But Gordon emphasizes that the point of the program is to rigorously teach English, not just to create 
informal video pen pals. Most of the students’ chats happen while they’re at school, under a teacher’s 
supervision. Gordon said that out of 300 alumni of the program, all but four scored over 90 percent 
on the English comprehension section of the standardized test.

“They’re more confi dent in reading, in their interactions talking with the volunteers,” said Ofi ra Mor, 
a teacher at Koskas’ high school. “They have a wider vocabulary.”

But volunteers say that aside from the tutoring, they enjoy having direct exposure to life in Israel 
through young people’s eyes. Beverly Grostern, a volunteer from Ottawa, took her fi rst trip to Israel 
in decades after a year of tutoring an Israeli girl.

“It’s reintroduced me to Israeli life, to their food, to their attitude,” she said. “They’re like your 
typical teenager anywhere. I ask them something, what’s your favorite activity, what do you like 
to do, and nine out of 10 it’s like, ‘I like to go shopping, I like to visit my grandmother, I like my 
computer.’”

President’s Column continued from page 1

Welcome to Mt. Zion new members:
Michele and Charlie Fenster
Daniel and Juliette Weinstein

CHANGE OF DATE!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Mt. Zion Congregation Annual 
Meeting and Election of Officers

Wednesday, June 13th

7:00 pm

Temple Social Hall

Sympathy Wishes
to Lewis & Helen Ofstein and family 

on the pasing of Helen’s mother, 
Doris Kohn. May her memory be for a 

blessing.
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PLANT A TREE
IN ISRAEL!

Reforest Israel by planting trees 
in Israel through Hadassah/

JNF, the Jewish National Fund.
The price of one tree is $18.

To purchase a tree, contact 
SHELLY ROSENBERG at

513-226-8651 or email her at
shellyrosenberglpa@gmail.com

Thank you to Marc Feinstein for 
purchasing 10 trees to be planted 

in Israel.

“Like”
South Dakotans

for Israel on 
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/SD4Israel

Join Us
at the Table!

Our potluck dinners have been a HUGE 
success. Everyone who comes says they are 
great and it’s reallly wonderful to get together 
and share a Shabbat meal. The next Shabbat 
potluck dinner is May 4th at 6:00 pm. Save 
June 1st for the one after this month’s. We 
hope to see even more  of our community 
there. Just bring a dish and join us.

This dinner is open to all families of the 
congregation. This dinner will occur every 
fi rst Friday of the month whether the Student 
Rabbi is in town or not. The dinner will 
conclude before services. Attendees are 
not required to go to services following the 
dinner but are certainly welcome to do so. 
Please put this on your calendar and join us. 

For more information, contact Stephen 
Rosenthal at rosenthal.stephen@gmail.

com or call the Temple at 338-5454. 

The Temple is
on Facebook and has a website!

Check it out and
“Like” us today!!

Remember to shop at the 
Sisterhood Gift Shop! 
Matilda Oppenheimer (332-8404)

and Judy Lampert (339-3170)

SISTERHOOD 
GIFT SHOP

SHABBAT POTLUCK DINNER SHABBAT POTLUCK DINNER 
ON FRIDAY, May 4thON FRIDAY, May 4th

  When you tour Israel with Hadassah, it’s not just a mission. 
It’s a powerful cultural, emotional, and spiritual adventure. 

Connect with Israel
Contact Carol Rosenthal, National Missions Co-Chair, for more 
information (crosenthal@hadassah.org or 605-376-4462)
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Visiting Groups to the Temple
Our congregation is served by a Student 
Rabbi who is available a limited number 

of weekends from September through 
May. We encourage your scheduling 
your Friday evening worship services 
visit only when the Student Rabbi is 

in residence. For Friday evening visits 
and/or in cases where other scheduling 
arrangements are needed, please call or 
email the President of the congregation 

who will assist you with scheduling.

Do a Mitzvah!
Most Friday afternoons (3:30 pm 
- approx 5:30 pm), volunteers are 
needed to assist with Faith Temple 
Church’s food distribution at the 
Sioux Empire Fairgrounds. On the 
THIRD Friday of every month….
anyone interested in helping with the 
Food Giveaway is invited to meet 
in the Mt. Zion Temple parking lot 
at 2:30 pm to carpool over to the 
Fairgrounds. Please note that you 
are welcome to help with the Food 
Giveaway on any Friday that it is held 
and you are free to drive over on your 
own even on these third Fridays. But 
for those interested in driving over 
together, this option is being off ered.

Help support the 
extraordinary works 
of Hadassah with a 
card or certifi cate! 
Contact Cards & 
Certfi cates Chair 
Carol Rosenthal if 

you’d like to make a 
donation. There’s a 
card or certifi cate in 

every price range and 
for every occasion!!

Gail Klein, 
Chapter 
President

TIDINGS DEADLINE:
MAY 10th

Remember to submit articles 
appropriate for the Summer (June, 
July & August) 2018 Tidings.To 
submit articles, email them to: 

carol@theprintersinc.com

STUDENT
RABBI WEISS’S 

SCHEDULE
May 18th -20th

Pot luck D innerPot luck D inner
Friday, May 4th

6:00 pm
Bring a dish to share!

Join us for Shabbat Services at 7:30 pm if you’d like!

Mark Your Calendar: First Friday of every monthMark Your Calendar: First Friday of every month
Questions? mtzioncongregation@gmail.com

Save these dates:  January 5th and February 2nd
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Pot luck D innerPot luck D inner
Friday, May 4, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Friday, June 1, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Friday, July 6, 2018 at 6:00 pm

Friday, August 3, 2018 at 6:00 pm

Mt. Zion Congregation
www.mtzionsf.com
14th & Duluth Streets
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-0756

President: ................. Mark Oppenheimer
Vice President: ...................DaNiel Wood
Treasurer: ............. Matilda Oppenheimer
Secretary: ............................. Stuart Jacobs
Board of  Directors: .......David Aronson

Jan Forstein
Raleigh Hansman

Judy Lampert
Richard Scholten
Stephanie Wood

Past President:................Royce Hansman



SATURDAYSUNDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAYMONDAY

11 (Iyar 27)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
B’har-B’chukotai, Lev. 25:1-26:2
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

25 (Sivan 12)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service

Naso, Num. 4:21-7:89
Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm
Jen & Chris Dreiske Anniv,
Sara & Daniel Crosby Anniv

18 (Sivan 5)

7:30 pm Shavuot/Shabbat 
Service; Farewell to Michael
STUDENT RABBI WEISS
B’midbar, Num. 1:1-4:20
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22
Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm
(meet at 2:30 at Temple to carpool)

5

10 am Torah Study

Mitch Bernstein Bday

12

10 am Torah Study

19

10 am Torah Study

7 pm - Havdalah and Adult 
Ed

Matilda Oppenheimer Bday

26
10 am Torah Study

Dawn Gutnik Bday

987

Gretchen Hegna Bday

6

10 am - 12 pm:
Religious School

Sharon & Martin Eller Anniv,
Stuart Jacobs Bday

171615

Larry & Anita Bierman 
Anniv, Sara Crosby Bday

1413

10 am - 12 pm:
Religious School

2928

Cindy & Stuart Jacobs 
Anniv

27
10 am - 12 pm:
Religious School

Jaina Greene Bday

23

Stephanie Wood Bday

2220
EREV SHAVUOT
9 am: Board Mtg,
Social Hall

10 am - 12 pm:
Religious School

31

21

SHAVUOT

30

Leonard & JoLea Gutnik 
Anniv

8:23 pm

8:30 pm

8:37 pm

10

TIDINGS 
DEADLINE

24

Jill Storm Bday

2
A reminder that proper attire should 

be worn when participating in 
services at Mt. Zion Temple. Your 

cooperation with this matter is 
greatly appreciated.

June 1 (Sivan 19)

6:00 pm Potluck Shabbat Dinner
7:30 pm Shabbat Service

B’haalot’cha, Num. 8:1-12:16
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

2

10 am Torah Study

8:43 pm

4 (Iyar 20)

6:00 pm Potluck Shabbat Dinner
7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Emor, Lev. 21:1-24:23
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31
10 AM - MEMORIAL SERVICE 
FOR MARTY GALLANTER
Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

8:15 pm

Mt. Zion Congregation - May 2018

11 3
CHANGE OF DATE! MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Mt. Zion Congregation Annual Meeting 
and Election of Officers

Wednesday, June 13th • 7:00 pm
Temple Social Hall

:41 pm



YAHRZEITS
All Yahrzeits that are observed Sunday through 
Saturday are read the Friday of that same week. 
If a Yahrzeit is not listed or you need information 
concerning Yahrzeits, please call Jan Forstein at 
332-3354. A Yahrzeit card and envelope will be 

sent to you to notify you of upcoming Yahrzeits. (If 
you do not receive your notifi cation, please contact 
Jan.) Also included with the notifi cation card is a 
donor envelope if you wish to make a donation to 

the Temple in memory of your loved one.

May 4th
Henry Bailin   
Elsa Oppenheimer  
Hulda Bailin   
Barney Kopel   
Harry Sigelman

May 11th
Louis Luskey   
Louis Cohen  
Max Stein  
John Agrant  
Margaret Harris  
Bernie Eirenberg   
Marvin Davis  

May 18th
Edna Hiatt
Richard L. Storm
Rachel Light
Hans Jacoby
Mark David Kohn
Carolyn Bocknik
Mollie Aaronson
William Shapiro
Albert Haney
Mayme Light

May 25th
Arthur Goldstein   
Erna Broder   
Maurice Magidson   
David L. Aronson Jr. 
Ethel Kaufman  
Lauren Forstein   
Billie Lewish   
Sam Gellman 
Elsie Shapiro  
Bernice Stern   

June 1st
Morris Hudson   
Edwin Livingston   
Uryon Davidsohn   
Rachel V. Angel  
Emma Marie Aronson  
Fanny Koplow   
Anne Rothman  
Morton Weinberg

Mt. Zion Congregation

ANNUAL MEETING
and

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
and

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wednesday, June 13th
7:00 p.m.

Temple Social Hall

One vote per family unit
All members are encouraged to attend

2018 - 2019 Offi  cers and Board of Directors will be elected!
2017 - 2018 Annual Reports will be given!

2018 - 2019 budget to be presented! 
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