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TIDINGS OF ZION
MT. ZION CONGREGATION, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

From Student Rabbi Englander...

I must admit, when I wake up each morning, I grab my
phone to scroll on Facebook, then my email, then TikTok.
I will lay in my bed while I allow my brain to mindlessly
work before a busy day ahead. Our Jewish tradition states
that when you wake up, you should say
“Modeh ah-nee lifanecha, Ru-ach chai v’kayam,
she-hechezarta bee nishma-tee b’chemlah rabbah
emunatecha” –
“I gratefully acknowledge Your Face; Spirit lives and
endures; You return my soul to me with compassion; How
great is your faith in me!”
Instead of mindlessly scrolling on social media, I
understand that I should say out loud to our creator,
THANK YOU! Thank you for allowing me to wake up
this morning. Thank you for making sure my body works properly and I can go
about my day without pain or hardship. Why don’t I do this? I avoid the world
around me and avoid the blessings I have been given every single day.
Maybe yesterday was rough and diﬃcult, and the anxieties that torment me
say “It’s better to avoid the beauty of the world around you because all the
small blessings can be taken away in an instant.” However, our Jewish tradition
requires us to be thankful for the small blessings around us. We are forced to
push our anxieties to the side and say to God ‘Thank You for giving me another
day to live and make a change.”
I am going to challenge myself and our community to ignore our phones or
distractions each morning when we wake up. Instead, let us recite words of
gratitude towards our creator each day.
Here is an alternative modeh ani we can use each morning:
For all the lessons that life has taught me; for all the good times and all the hard
times that have shaped me; for all the happiness and all the trials that are yet
to come; and for the magnificent blessing of this present moment, I oﬀer my
gratitude before the Eternal One:
Modeh/Modah Ani lefanekha
For the gift of the body, the senses, the heart and the mind, for these mechanisms
of my soul, I oﬀer my gratitude before the Eternal One:
Modeh/Modah Ani lefanekha
For the sight of the Beloved, the light of my eyes, my chosen companion on
the road ahead, I prepare myself with open heart and open hands. In joy and
humility I oﬀer my gratitude before the Eternal One:
Modeh/Modah Ani lefanekha

JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Please join Sisterhood members on Sunday, November
7th at 12 noon in the Temple Social Hall for a bring-your-own-bag-lunch
get-together. Beverages (juice, water, coﬀee) will be provided. Lunch will
begin following the Sisterhood Gift Shop Chanukah Sale (see page 3).
Open to non-Sisterhood members. If you are interested in joining
Mt. Zion Sisterhood/Women of Reform Judaism,
please contact Matilda at mejoppen@sio.midco.net
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From the President...

What does community mean to our Mt. Zion
Congregation? The Torah teaches us time
and time again how the community should
nourish us and sustain us as individuals.
Lessons from thousands of years ago provide
us with a roadmap today on how to be present,
responsible and accountable to each other.
Today’s technology has given us the
opportunity to expand what it means to
be present for each other. Email, social
media, zoom, etc all provide a new sense of
connectedness in our community. But, I dare
say it is not the same as when we show up in
person physically for each other. To share a
hug, stand in conversation and laughter, share
a meal, participate in prayer and ritual, is to
support each other in community.
My son Jakob, 7 years old, can sit still for
video games and youtube videos of people
playing video games (oy vey!). However, if I
ask him to participate in anything over zoom,
he will find every distraction to lead him away
from the computer. While Jakob may not be
completely paying attention to the services
when I bring him to Mt. Zion, he is surrounded
physically by our community - the other kids,
the elders, the ritual, the traditions. Jakob
and the rest of the children are learning and
figuring out who they are as Jews as they play
together, sit with us in the sanctuary, and share
in traditions. But to feel and experience our
community, the children need us to be present
to help them create their memories, to teach
them lessons, and to support them as young
Jews.
Our children need us, the Mt. Zion community,
to be physically present to show them what
community means. Actually, it is not just what
the children need. We need us, the Mt. Zion
community, to be physically present too for the
exact same reasons.
Shalom Aleichem,
Jen Dreiske

TIDINGS DEADLINE:
NOVEMBER 10th

DONATIONS TO
MT. ZION
( September 10 - October 9, 2021)
Please send Temple contributions to: PO Box 756, Sioux Falls, SD 57101

GENERAL FUND

To the Congregation with appreciation for remote access to the High Holy
Day Services from Sheryl & Howard Katz (Chandler, AZ)
In memory of Peter Schotten from David & Marilyn Aronson; Anita & Larry
Bierman; Mark & Matilda Oppenheimer

Remember to submit articles
for the December 2021 Tidings
To submit articles,
email them to:
carol@theprintersinc.com

Join Us at the Table!

To the Congregation from Andrew Marshall (Sioux Falls); Susan & Joel
Rosenthal; Cathy Ezrailson; Taly Bialostocki & Greg Brazeal; Lillian
Greenbaum; Fredric Janklow (Irene, SD); Karen Marshall (Sioux Falls)

YAHRZEITS

In memory of Harlene & Richard Lewin from William & Debra Lewin
In memory of Leon Maggied from Joyce Maggied; Mike Maggied; Mark
Maggied
In memory of Harry Greenbaum from Lillian Greenbaum

SISTERHOOD

From Taly Bialostocki & Greg Brazeal; Gail & Richard Klein; Freda &
Richard Hosen

Remember birthdays,
anniversaries, yahrzeits,
memorials.
Please send your donations to:
Mt. Zion Temple
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Mazel Tov!
Congratulations to
Dr. Mark Oppenheimer
on his retirement from his
medical practice. Best wishes.

Sympathy Wishes
The Mt. Zion Congregation
community and the broader
Sioux Falls community lost a
scholar, gentleman, dear friend
and Past President of Mt. Zion
with the passing of Dr. Peter
Max Schotten on October 4,
2021. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his beloved wife
Bernice and beloved daughter
Cheryl. Indeed, his memory
will be for a blessing.
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JOIN US!!!

Friday Shabbat Dinner
Friday, November 12th
Dinner begins at 6 pm
Shabbat Services at 7:30 pm

We have resumed our
popular FRIDAY SHABBAT
POTLUCK DINNERS in the
Social Hall of Mt. Zion Temple.
Everyone has the option of
either bringing food (salad,
main dish, side dish or dessert)
to share or you may bring food/
beverage for your household
only but join us at the Temple
to eat as a community.
We will have extra tables set
up so that people can spread
themselves out a bit more than
usual!
We are excited to be back
together again!

CHANUKKAH RAFFLES

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP
Don’t forget about the Sisterhood Gift Shop
for your Judaica needs! Hanukkah is early!!

This year’s Chanukah Raﬄe prizes are very special…
We will hold two raﬄes, each is for an original piece of
Judaica from the workshop of Gary Rosenthal and they
are both from the FINAL collection of works that he
created for retail sale. Gary Rosenthal stopped producing
Judaica for retailers in 2021; we have two of his last
production pieces!!! The two pieces are a beautiful
Woven Copper Mezuzah Case and a stunning metal &
glass Vining Honey Dish with Spoon. These beautiful
works of art will be on display in the upstairs gift case
during the month of November. Our raﬄes will take place
on Friday, December 3rd following our community’s First
Friday Shabbat Potluck Dinner & Chanukah celebration.
“Gary Rosenthal has been sculpting in welded metals
since the 1970’s. Together with a team of talented
craftspeople, he creates one of the most popular and
unique lines of Judaic art in the country: The Gary
Rosenthal Collection. Combining copper, brass and
steel with brilliant fused glass, the collection has a
contemporary style rooted in (Jewish) tradition.”

Matilda Oppenheimer, Gift Shop Coordinator
mejoppen@sio.midco.net

As I write this, the leaves are falling and days are colder
and autumn has barely begun, but we are thinking
------CHANUKAH! The first candle will be lit on Sunday,
November 28th…a mere three days after Thanksgiving
Day!

Raﬄe tickets will be available throughout the month of
November and at the Shabbat/Chanukah dinner on Friday,
December 3rd. Tickets for a chance to win the mezuzah
case will sell for $3 each, 4 tickets for $10. Tickets for
a chance to win the honey dish set will sell for $5 each,
5 tickets for $20. If you prefer to send your payment
by mail, please issue your check to Mt Zion Temple
Sisterhood and mail to: Mt Zion Temple Sisterhood; PO
Box 756; Sioux Falls SD 57101. Please clearly indicate
which raﬄe you are entering & mail your request no later
than November 22nd to insure that it is in our hands by
December 3rd. Proceeds from the raﬄe ticket sales will
benefit Mt Zion Temple Sisterhood whose programming
supports Mt Zion Temple and its congregants.
The drawings will be held on Friday, December 3rd
following the Shabbat/Chanukah Dinner. You need not
be present to win, but we encourage you to join us in our
community celebrations.

Sisterhood will host our annual Gift Shop Chanukah
Open House and Sales on Sunday, November 7th and on
Sunday, November 14th, 10:30am– 12 noon both days.
We are also available to meet with you by appointment at
other times.
Your Sisterhood Gift Shop oﬀers gift and ritual items
for many occasions and, of course, CHANUKAH
SOCKS and CUSTOM-MADE CHANUKAH-THEMED
UNISEX BRACELETS. We also have jewelry, candles
(for Chanukah, Shabbat, Yahrzeits), gift wrap, menorahs,
dreidels, kitchenware, children’s books, puzzles and
much, much more! But everything is available in limited
supply so make your purchases before our stock is
depleted!!! Please contact Matilda with any questions or
requests or to make a purchase!
Sisterhood appreciates your support!!!!
Matilda Oppenheimer, Gift Shop Coordinator
mejoppen@sio.midco.net
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Mt Zion Congregation COVID-19 Pandemic Response…
Friends, we are happy to know that those of us aﬄicted by COVID seem to be largely recovered. We
also recognize that the pandemic is not over. With our building re-opening, we have the following
policies to share with you. These are being implemented to keep our community as safe as possible.
All recommendations are subject to modification as the prevailing conditions change and we will also
be following guidelines from the CDC and other government entities as they are issued.
1) If you are unwell, please do not join us in the building for services or other community events. We
will make every eﬀort to make our religious services, Torah study, and other community activities
accessible to you via Zoom.
2) Everyone over the age of two(2) years old MUST wear a FACEMASK while inside the Mt
Zion Temple building at all times except when actively eating or drinking.
3) The board will make sure that hand-sanitizer is available in several locations throughout the Temple
building.
4) There will be working fans in the sanctuary and social hall to enhance air circulation. Windows will
be opened when possible.
5) We will defer to the wishes of the student rabbi or lay-service leader for their instructions re: seating
(how far to sit from the bimah; whether or not anyone in addition to the service leader is invited onto
the bimah during services) and service participation (whether or not the congregation is asked to
speak/read aloud responsively and/or sing) during services.
6) Eating/drinking in the Temple will be at the discretion of every individual. While an Oneg or other
event serving refreshments may be oﬀered, it is each individual’s personal choice as to whether or not
to partake. We will try to oﬀer commercially-prepared, pre-packaged, single-portion options whenever
possible. For example: bottled water; wrapped cheeses; whole fruits; wrapped candies. There may be
other options (e.g. challah) that do not meet these criteria at a given event, but they are only for those
comfortable taking them. Whenever food is served at a Temple event, you are always welcome to
bring your own food for the enjoyment of yourself and your household.
7) For the time being, we are discouraging visiting groups from attending our Shabbat services.
We welcome other suggestions that you feel would improve your comfort level and help to protect
yourself and others. Please contact Board President Jen Dreiske jendreiske@gmail.com or VicePresident Jacob Forstein forsteinj@gmail.com or any board member to share your thoughts.

Gail Klein,
Chapter
President

Help support the extraordinary works of Hadassah with a card or certificate!
Contact Cards & Certficates Chair Carol Rosenthal if you’d like to make a donation.
There’s a card or certificate in every price range and for every occasion!!
PAGE 4

SERVICE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
NO SHABBAT SERVICES
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH
6:00 pm Shabbat Family Potluck Dinner
(In-person)
7:30 pm Shabbat Services
Led by Student Rabbi Becca Diamond
(In-person and via Zoom)

JOIN US FOR
LUNCH!
Sunday, November 7th

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH
7:00 pm Adult Ed
(In-person and via Zoom)

following the Sisterhood Gift Shop Chanukah Sale

12 noon
Temple Social Hall

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH
7:30 pm Shabbat Services (Lay-led)
(In-person and via Zoom)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH
NO SHABBAT SERVICES

The Temple is on Facebook
and has a website!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3RD
6:00 pm 1st Friday Shabbat Family Potluck Dinner
(In-person)
7:30 pm Shabbat Services (Lay-person led)
CHANUKAH CELEBRATION
(In-person and via Zoom)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10TH
7:30 pm Shabbat Services
Led by Student Rabbi Ashley Englander
(In-person and via Zoom)
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH
7:00 pm Adult Ed
(In-person and via Zoom)

Check it out and
“Like” us today!!
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S H A B B AT P OT L U C K D I N N E R
Friday, November 12th • Dinner begins at 6 pm
Shabbat Services at 7:30 pm

PLANT A TREE
IN ISRAEL!
Reforest Israel by planting trees in Israel through
Hadassah/JNF, the Jewish National Fund.
The price of one tree is $18.
To purchase a tree, contact SHELLY
ROSENBERG at 513-226-8651
or email shellyrosenberglp@gmail.com

Mt. Zion Congregation
Mt.
Zion
1919

2019

www.mtzionsf.com
14th St. & Duluth Ave.
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-0756

President:................... Jennifer Dreiske
Vice President: ............. Jacob Forstein
Treasurer: ......... Matilda Oppenheimer
Secretary: ..........................Toni Hegna
Board of Directors: ..... David Aronson
Taly Bialostocki
Cathy Ezrailson
Charlie Fenster
Tovia Forstein
Peter Schotten
Past President: ................ DaNiel Wood
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YAHRZEITS
All Yahrzeits that are observed Sunday through Saturday
are read the Friday of that same week. If a Yahrzeit is not
listed or you need information concerning Yahrzeits, please
call Jan Forstein at 332-3354. A Yahrzeit card and envelope
will be sent to you to notify you of upcoming Yahrzeits. (If
you do not receive your notification, please contact Jan.)
Also included with the notification card is a donor envelope
if you wish to make a donation to the Temple in memory of
your loved one.

November 5th
Risha Shapiro
Bernard “Barney” Gutnik
Maurice Kopel
Louis Koplow
Estelle Steinberg
Esther Silverberg
Betty Margulies
November 12th
Adolph Deutsch
Jacob Weinstein
Herman Kopel
Hans Nauen
Bernice Shapiro Weiner
Daniel Ohayen
November 19th
Dr. Frederick Probe
Morris Gellman
Annie Adler
Sam Levinson
Martin I, Axelbaum
Betrice Kaminsky

November 26th
Lillian Koplow
Samuel Margulies
Harold F Klein
Jessica Haﬀer
Ida Caplan
Samuel Greenberg
Linda Gutnik
Abe Silverberg
R. Lee Ofstein
Mitzi Russick
June Greene
December 3rd
Anne Eirinberg
Joel Oppenheimer
Arthur Breslow
Benjamin Shafton

Jewish Interfaith
EducaƟon Council, Inc.

American Society for
Yad Vashem

Present
A Holocaust Remembrance Exhibit

No Child’s Play: This exhibit opens a window into the world of children during the Holocaust.
It does not focus on history, sta s cs or descrip ons of physical violence. Instead, images of
the toys, games, artwork, diaries and poems displayed here highlight some of the personal
stories of the children, to provide a glimpse into their lives during the Holocaust. This exhibit
tells the story of the struggle of these children to hold on to life. It describes their a empts to
maintain their childhood and youth by crea ng for themselves a diﬀerent reality from that
which surrounded them. This exhibit was displayed at the United Na ons in 2006.

Washington Pavilion—3rd Floor Lobby
November 2 - 6, 2021
(When the Pavilion is open)
If you have a group that would like to schedule an in-depth tour
please contact: JewishInterfaithEducaƟon@gmail.com
Group tours are available November 2-4
A special thank you to the Jewish Community Rela ons Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas
for their financial support of this exhibit.

Mt. Zion Congregation - November 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2

WEDNESDAY
3

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

4

5 (2 Kislev)

Rosh Chodesh Kislev

NO Shabbat Service

SATURDAY
5:54 pm

6
10 am Torah Study
In-person and via Zoom

Tol'dot Genesis 25:19-28:9
Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7

7

8

9

10

Lin Rostrom Bday

Food Giveaway 4 - 6 pm
Lewis Ofstein Bday

11

12 (9 Kislev)

10 am Torah Study
In-person and via Zoom

Larry Bierman Bday

Fanily Shabbat Dinner 6 pm
Shabbat Service led by
St Rabbi Diamond
7:30 pm In-Person & Zoom
Vayeitzei Genesis 28:10-32:3
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10

18

19 (16 Kislev)

20

Set clocks BACK 1 hour

TIDINGS
DEADLINE
FOR DECEMBER
ISSUE

10:30 -am 12 pm
GIFT SHOP OPEN HOUSE
12 pm: join us for a BYOL
in the Social Hall
Murray Haar Bday

14

15

10:30 -am 12 pm
GIFT SHOP
OPEN HOUSE

BOARD
MEETING
7pm: in-person
and via Zoom

16

17

George Olson Bday
4:46 pm

Food Giveaway 4 - 6 pm

4:40 pm

13

7 pm: Adult Ed
David & Carin Rosinsky Anniv

10 am Torah Study
In-person and via Zoom

Lay-led Shabbat Service
7:30 pm
Vayishlach Genesis 32:4-36:43
Haftarah: Hosea 11:7-12:12
Food Giveaway 4 - 6 pm

21

22

23

24

25

26 (23 Kislev)

Happy
Thanksgiving

NO Shabbat Service

4:35 pm

Vayeishev Genesis 37:1-40:23
Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8

27
10 am Torah Study
In-person and via Zoom

NO Food Giveaway
Elana Hicks Bday

28
1st Night Hanukkah

29

30

Dec 1

2

3 (30 Kislev)

2nd night Hanukkah

3rd night Hanukkah

4th night Hanukkah

5th night Hanukkah

Fanily Shabbat Dinner 6 pm
Shabbat Service/Chanukah
Celebration
7:30 pm In-Person & Zoom

4:33 pm

6th night Hanukkah
Anita Bierman, Carin
Rosinsky Bdays

Tom Woodworth Bday

Shabbat times provided by Chabad.org/ShabbatTimes

Mikeitz Genesis 41:1-44:17
Haftarah: Zechariah 4:1-7
Food Giveaway 4 - 6 pm

4
10 am Torah Study
In-person and via Zoom
7th night Hanukkah

