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From the Desk of the President . . .
As I was bringing Jakob to Mt. Zion cemetery for our cemetery services, we talked
about the importance of remembering those who have come before us. As we walked
amongst the gravestones, Jakob asked how can we remember people if we don't
know them personally? I answered by saying we talk to the community members who
do remember.
After our prayers, Jan took Jakob
over to sit on a bench at the Sons
of Israel cemetery and told him
about one of our matriarchs Kathy
Kaufman and her impact on Mt.
Zion.
It
is
through
these
opportunities that we ensure that
the people and their impact
behind the names on the
gravestones are remembered.
Collective memory is a cornerstone in Judaism. When we recall our sacred moments
through our communal ritual and prayer, we are ensuring our rich legacy continues
into the future. By taking a few minutes to talk about the names on our Yahrzeit
displays, the names on the stained glass windows, the names of those on plaques
around the synagogue, and sharing our own memories of Mt. Zion, we can fulfill the
responsibility to teach our children so that they may remember with their children in
the years to come.
We currently have seven Jewish children who are so eager to learn and create their
own memories. My hope is that next year when we are at the cemetery for services,
we, the entire community, will have collected more stories about the people who
came before us so that we can continue to bring them into the future of Mt. Zion.
May all of our matriarchs' and patriarchs' memories be for a blessing.
Jen Dreiske, Mt. Zion President

From the Desk of the Rabbi . . .
By the time November comes we have celebrated all but one of our major Jewish
holidays. Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Simchat Torah are behind us,
but the spirit of love, gratitude and family gatherings linger with us. Pesach is a
whole winter away.
November, of course, brings the Thanksgiving
holiday. Did you know that many scholars
think that the Pilgrims modeled Thanksgiving
after Sukkot? Both Sukkot and Thanksgiving
are harvest festivals that stress gratitude,
love and joy – fundamental Jewish values. The
Puritans who came to America seeking
religious freedom strongly identified with the
traditions and customs of the Israelites in the
Bible. They saw their journey to freedom as
similar to the Exodus from Egypt of the
Israelites. Being well versed in the Bible, they
certainly knew about Sukkot, which might
have
inspired
the
celebration
of
Thanksgiving.

Rabbi Nemiroff will be
in Sioux Falls
November 11-13. If
you would like to visit
with her one-on-one,
please send an email
to set up a time:
rabbicnemiroff@
gmail.com.

Whatever the Pilgrims inspiration was, they handed down to us the holiday many of
us understand as secular but which is rich in Jewish values. In Pirke Avot, the
wisdom sayings of the Talmudic sages, we read, “Who is rich? – Those who rejoice in
their own portion.” Isn’t this what Thanksgiving is all about? Rejoicing in what we
personally are blessed with.
When we gather at our Thanksgiving tables this
year, we might want to frame blessings in the
Jewish form of Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu
Melech HaOlam… and list what we are grateful
for: food, love of family and friends, and
whatever stands out this year as something we
are thankful for. Happy Thanksgiving!
Rabbi Cathy Nemiroff

Thank
you
to
everyone who helped
make High Holy Days
such a meaningful
and joyous time for
our congregation.

From the Ritual Chair . . .
MEMORIAL / YITZKER SERVICE
I was asked numerous questions about this ritual this past month and will write
more about it in the coming issues, but I wanted to share these thoughts for now.
The memorial service was originally recited only on Yom Kippur. Since the 18th
century it has been included on the last day of Pesach, the second day of Shavuot
and the end of Sukkot. The meaning of Yitzker come from the root “to
remember”. When we say this prayer, we are performing an important religious
act of expressing reverence for the source of his or her being.
When we speak of reverence, we are recalling to mind three basic elements,
religious, social and personal. G-d, the Jewish heritage, and parents. In
remembering we are affirming the meaning of life and acknowledge its true
direction.
There was a story about Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli who did not travel very
much but read widely and had a very vivid imagination. A famous explorer was
once recounting his experiences and was amazed at Disraeli’s knowledge of
distant places. He commented to the Prime Minister, “I have traveled extensively,
and I have seen more than I can remember, but where did you find such
marvelous information. Have you traveled?” Disraeli replied, “No I have traveled
very little, but I can remember more than I have seen.” Today, as we observe
things around the world through all forms of media, we see a great deal. As we
investigate our past, we have many memories. It is still important to see and to
remember, but it is most important to remember more that that presently meets
the eye.
Theodore Gaster wrote, “The real message of the Yiskor Service is not that in the
midst of life we are in death, but that in the midst of death we are in life; that
memory is a living thing and makes us alive. Jan Forstein, Ritual Chair

Donations

September 10th to October 9th 2022
To the General Fund
In honor of the hiring of Rabbi Cathy
Nemiroff from Cathy Ezrailson
Toward the Rosh Hashanah Oneg from
Anita & Larry Bierman; Shelly & Jay
Rosenberg
Toward the Yom Kippur Break-the-Fast from
Cathy Ezrailson; Jay & Shelly Rosenberg; Kim
Durso
In honor of Shelly & Jay Rosenberg with
congratulations on their 60 years of
marriage from Anita & Larry Bierman
In honor of Stephen Rosenthal on his
birthday from Anita & Larry Bierman
In appreciation to the Ritual Committee &
Rabbi Nemiroff for High Holy Day services
from Dave Marilyn Aronson
In appreciation to the Mt Zion Temple Board
for its attention to our security from Marilyn
& Dave Aronson
In appreciation of those who maintain and
beautify our Mt Zion Temple building from
Dave Marilyn Aronson
Get well wishes to Cathy Ezrailson and Neal
Bowden from Mark & Matilda Oppenheimer
In memory of Penny Gallanter Levine from
Marilyn & Dave Aronson

Donations, cont'd
In loving memory of her daughter
Kati Rizzo from Kim Durso
In loving memory of her parents
Audrey & Ralph Durso from Kim
Durso
To the Congregation from Elisa
Lewis
To the Sisterhood
Lee
Moench;
Susan
&
Joel
Rosenthal; Shelly & Jay Rosenberg;
Elisa Lewis; Mary & Mel Magidson
Thank you to Anita and Larry
Bierman for the beautiful flowers
that graced the bimah on both Rosh
Hashanah
and Yom Kippur.
**Thank you for your generosity
and support of Mt. Zion's
important community-building
work**

Remember birthdays,
anniversaries,
yahrzeits, memorials.
Please send your donations to:
Mt. Zion Temple
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Mazal Tov
Mazal tov to Katie Fenster and Kyle McElhany who were married on
Saturday, October 8th in Phoenix AZ. Katie’s delighted parents are
Michele Dudash & Charlie Fenster. We wish the entire family much
happiness!!!
Sympathy Wishes
We extend our condolences to the family of Sandy and Alon Spektor.
Alon’s father, Akiva Spektor, died on October 2nd 2022 at his home
near Tel Aviv, Israel. Alon and other family members were with him.
Sandy’s mother, Vi Kingsboro, died on July 3rd 2022 after a brief illness.
Our sympathy to Alon and Sandy, their sons Adam, Ben (and wife Jane)
and Coby and their extended family.
Toda Raba from the Ritual Chair
TODA RABA So many people helped with making our High Holy Services special this
year. Gathering with family, friends, welcoming new friends, sharing devotion, both
personal and communal, and of course sharing food together.
Toda Raba to Rabbi Cathy Nemiroff for leading our congregation in services. This was
the first time she has used both our High Holy Day books and working with Monty
Barnard on music along with putting together inspirational/teaching talks. Like the
old saying goes “It’s so nice to have a Rabbi in the Shul.” I’m looking forward to
working with the Rabbi on future services, celebrations, and new ideas.
Toda Raba to Bernice Schotten for leading us in services at the cemetery and reading
the names during Yitzker. We connect with personal memories and honor those who
have gone before us.
Toda Raba to Stephen Rosenthal who helped greatly in my keeping any form of sanity
I have left at my age. He’s always there to give & share advice. Just like at Torah study,
I always can understand “the same old thing” a new way.
Toda Raba to EVERYONE who participated in the services, helped with getting the
sanctuary, social hall ready, setting up, cleaning up, baking or bringing food for the
Rosh Hashanah Oneg or break the fast. The whole congregation was helpful in
making it happen. None of this would be possible without our whole Temple family. If
I thanked everyone, we would have a list of Temple members (ha ha ) I am very
grateful for the help from everyone. TODA RABA Jan Forstein, Ritual Chair

Sisterhood Gift Shop...
As I write this, the leaves are falling and days are colder and autumn has barely
begun, but we are thinking --------------CHANUKAH! The first candle will be lit on
Sunday, December 18th !!!!
Your Sisterhood Gift Shop offers gift and ritual items for many occasions and, of
course, CHANUKAH SOCKS and CUSTOM-MADE CHANUKAH-THEMED UNISEX
BRACELETS and even CHANUKAH DOG TOYS!!! We also have traditional chanukiahs
and electric chanukiahs and dreidels and gelt and so much more!!!! Buy yours before
our stock is depleted!!! Please contact us with any questions or requests or to make a
purchase!
Matilda Oppenheimer, Gift Shop Coordinator (Home Telephone: 605-332-8404)
PS If you would like to help me staffing the shop on one or both of our sales days, I
would be most appreciative…Just call me and I will fill you in! We miss Judy Lampert
who helped with the Gift Shop sales for so many years!

Sisterhood Gift shop!
GIFT SHOP CHANUKAH SALE DATES
Sunday, November 20th
10:30am -12noon Gift Shop open for Chanukah
sales* in the Religious School wing — enter thru
Duluth Ave door.
12noon: Bring your own lunch…followed by
GAMES!!! All afternoon in the Social Hall
Sunday, December 11th
10:30am - 12noon Gift Shop open for Chanukah
sales* in the Religious School wing — enter thru
Duluth Ave door.

Your purchases support Mt
Zion Temple Sisterhood
and we appreciate your
support!!!!
*Sorry, we can accept only
cash
or
check
for
purchases (no credit cards.)
If these times do not work
for you, please contact
Matilda (Home telephone:
605-332-8404;
e-mail
mejoppen@sio.midco.net)
to set up an appointment.

FUN & GAMES… Following the Chanukah Gift Shop Sale on Sunday, November 20 th ,
please join us for LUNCH…Please bring your own bag lunch, we will put on the coffee!
We will eat lunch in the Social Hall and following lunch…Stay and play GAMES!!! Mah
Jongg? Cribbage? Bridge? Scrabble? Candyland? Jig-saw puzzle? Another favorite? You
bring a game, someone will play with you…or join others in playing a game that they
have brought!!! Join us for the fun of it!!! Everyone welcome…all ages!!! Sisterhood
membership Not required…
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Nov 4: Kids story at 5:45, Traditional Friday Services at 6:00, followed by potluck
Nov 5: Torah Study at 10:00AM via Zoom and in social hall
Nov 6: Dor L'dor day with Alef-Bet Kids at 10:00AM (until noon) in the social hall:
Adopt a Grandparent, Grandchild, Aunt, Uncle… Alef Bet kids welcomes adults to
join us in learning about the Shma, Hebrew, and Mitzvot while doing fun activities.
Adult guests are invited to arrive at 10:00AM and stay for part or all.
Nov 10: TIDINGS submission Deadline for Dec
Nov 11: Kids story at 6:45, Traditional Friday
Services with Rabbi Nemiroff at 7:00, followed
by oneg

Would you like to meet
Rabbi Nemiroff
November 11-13?
Email:
rabbicnemiroff@gmail.com

Nov 12: Torah Study at 10:00AM via Zoom and
in social hall
Nov 12: Adult Ed at
perspectives on abortion

7:00PM:

Jewish

Nov 13: Alef-Bet Kids Discuss Gratitude at
10am (until noon)

Save the date: December 10 at
7pm: Skyforce game.
Link to discounted tickets:
https://fevo.me/mtziontemple

Nov 18: Kids story at 6:45, Traditional Friday Services at 7:00, followed by oneg
Nov 19: Torah Study at 10:00AM via Zoom and in social hall
Nov 20: Sisterhood Gift Shop open at 10:30 (until noon), followed by BYO lunch and
games in the social hall. Learn to Play Mahjong, Cribbage, or bring your favorite game
to share.
Nov 26: Torah Study at 10:00AM via Zoom (in person option TBD)

