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Elul 5777/Tishri 5778                         MT. ZION CONGREGATION, Sioux Falls, South Dakota                            September 2017

TIDINGS OF ZION

from Student Rabbi Michael Weiss…
Shalom Mt. Zion Temple,

My name is Michael Weiss and I look forward to serving 
as your student rabbi this year. Th is is my 3rd year at He-
brew Union College and my fi rst time living in the U.S. 

in 10 years, having grown up in Connecticut, but spending the last decade 
in Canada. I am a life-long Reform Jew. My dad is a Reform rabbi and 
my mom is a professional Jewish educator, if that provides any context! 
I enjoy spending time in nature, cooking cuisines from across the world, 
and teaching about our tradition.

I hope you all fi nd yourself in a place of comfort, as summer comes to 
an end, particularly considering where we are on the Jewish calendar. We 
observed Tisha B’Av at the beginning of August, commemorating the 
destructions of both Temples in Jerusalem, along with a number of other 
tragic events for the Jews. It would make sense then, as we confront the 
serious demands of Yom Kippur, that our tradition would try to strike an 
emotional balance. In the weeks between Tisha B’Av and Yom Kippur, we 
read “sheva d’nechemta,” seven passages from prophets that off er comfort 
and consolation. We read from Isaiah, “Comfort, comfort, my people, 
says your God. Speak kindly to Jerusalem and call out to her that her 
punishment has ended…” Th is is the wisdom of our tradition at work. 
We need this kind of assurance as we grapple with the historic tragedies 
of our people and our own human failings.

Th e prophets’ words off er comfort to us, but surely not enough on their 
own. Our tradition also pushes us towards a more obvious source for con-
solation, one most of you would be familiar with. Of course, we turn to 
our community! Look at the way Jews mourn as an example. We sit shiva, 
a seven day period where we are visited by loved ones, who cook for us and 
pray with us. We pray for our sick and visit them. On Yom Kippur, we 
confess our sins as a community, bearing the burden of our guilt together.

It is with this in mind, that I say that I feel privileged to be a part of the 
Mt. Zion community for the year. I look forward to supporting you in 
diffi  cult times and celebrating with you in times of joy. 

Todah Rabbah, 
Michael

from the Congregation President,
Dr. Mark Oppenheimer
Here’s how to turn ‘epic fails’ into fresh starts
by Rabbi Elana Zelony   (September 30, 2016)

RICHARDSON, Texas (JTA) — Urbandictionary.com is 
an open-source site where the average citizen contributes 
defi nitions to new and old words and slang. As the High 
Holidays approach, I’ve been contemplating the phrase “epic 
fail.” According to one entry on Urbandictionary.com, epic fail 
means “complete and total failure when success should have 
been reasonably easy to attain.”

Epic fail defi nes most of the sins I contemplate during the 
High Holidays. I should have been able to succeed, but I didn’t 
because I’m human and I have weaknesses. I spend the period 
that begins with the Hebrew month of Elul and culminates with 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur thinking of the many times 
when I easily could have been more kind, patient and optimistic.

It’s not that I’m incapable of those behaviors; I have a normal 
psyche and can be a good person. However, as a human I failed 
to be my best self during the past year on numerous occasions.

I know I’m not alone in my epic fail. Look at the stories we’re 
told about the Jewish people in the Torah.

The epic fail of the Jewish people was worshipping the 
Golden Calf, and the epic fail of Moses was smashing the Ten 
Commandments carved with God’s own fi nger. All the people 
had to do was wait until Moses returned with God’s law, but they 
panicked during their leader’s absence and sought security in a 
golden image. All Moses had to do was reprimand the people. 
Instead he fl ies into a rage and smashes the holy tablets. They 
were capable of doing better.

Here’s the good news. Elul, the month leading up to the High 
Holidays, is one of contemplation. According to the midrash, on 
the fi rst day of Elul Moses began carving a second set of tablets 
with his own hands. Carving the second set of tablets is about 
starting over again after failure.

The High Holidays cycle demands that we examine the ways we 
have failed, but it also gives us the strength to start anew. On the 
fi rst of Elul, we begin re-carving our own smashed tablets. It’s 
hard work to hew meaning out of stone, but the eff ort leads to 
renewed relationship and hope for the future.

continued on page 2

Ways to Help in the Aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey
http://reformjudaism.org/blog/2017/08/28/4-jewish-ways-help-after-
hurricane-harvey
Donate to organizations providing on-the-ground relief.
 There are many organizations who are doing the hard work of 
supporting aff ected families and rebuilding, including:

• Nechama, A Jewish Response to Disaster
• Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) Hurricane Harvey 

Relief Fund
• Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris County

We encourage you to make a donation to one of these organizations 
if you can, or to donate to another organization that is doing on-the-
ground work.
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Some choose to gather in small groups before the holidays, using 
the time to spiritually prepare. Find out if your local synagogues 
off er Elul classes. If a class isn’t possible, check out websites to 
help with your preparation for the High Holidays during Elul, 
including Jewels of Elul and Ritual Well.

On Rosh Hashanah, if I see the blisters on my friends and 
family’s hands, I’ll point to my own. We’ll nod knowingly and 
smile at one another. We’ll affi  rm the hard work that went into 
re-carving ourselves. Together, we’ll celebrate the New Year as 
an opportunity to start all over again.

(Rabbi Elana Zelony, the spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Torah in 
Richardson, Texas, is a fellow with Rabbis Without Borders.)

President’s Column continued from page 1

Simchat Bat 
("Celebration of the daughter") 

Raleigh & Tom cordially invite you
to join them for Davis Grier’s

October 13, 2017
Mt. Zion Temple

7:30 pm

Services will be lead by student Rabbi Michael Weiss.
Business casual is requested.

Mazel Tov
Congratulations to Steve Gutnik and his family. This past spring, 

son Alexander graduated from Mitchell Hamline School of Law in 
St Paul, Minnesota AND son Arthur graduated from Oregon Health 

Sciences University with a Doctor of Medical Dentistry degree. 
Arthur has passed his dental licensing exam and will be joining a 
practice in Portland, Oregon. We hope that Alexander will keep us 

posted on his plans. Mazel tov to Steve, Ben, Alexander and Arthur!

Mazel tov to Rachel Feinstein and Mark Magidson
who were joined in marriage on Sunday, July 9th in California! 
Mazel tov to them and to the Magidson and Feinstein families.

For those of you who may not be aware, BOTH Rachel and 
Mark grew up here in Sioux Falls and were active in Mt. Zion 

Congregation. Each celebrated a Bat/Bar Mitzvah here; both were 
active in our Religious School and Mt. Zion Temple Youth Group.

Thank You
A community Uniongram was sent to Rebetzin Mussie 
and Rabbi Mendel Alperowitz and their daughters to 
welcome them to Sioux Falls and express our hope that a 
warm relationship will develop between them and Mount 
Zion Temple’s membership.
We received a lovely reply from them that we are sharing 
with all of you!
Thank you so much for the lovely letter of greetings and 
warm welcome you have given us on behalf of our friends 
at Mount Zion Congregation.
Moving across country, from New York to South Dakota, 
is quite a change, but you have made us feel so welcome 
in our new home.
As the everlasting wise words of the Talmud that you 
quoted on the card, “words from the heart go to the 
heart,” your welcome and warm sentiments have entered 
our hearts and our home.
We look forward to meeting you in person soon!

Rabbi Mendel & Mussie Alperowitz

Remember birthdays, anniversaries, yahrzeits, 
memorials. Please send your donations to:

Mt. Zion Temple
PO Box 756

Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Mt. Zion Speakers’ Bureau
Looking for Interested Members

The Temple frequently receives calls from community 
groups looking for speakers and/or panelists to participate 
in various interfaith/diversity events. Should we establish 
a “Speakers Bureau” with a list of Mt. Zion community 
members who are willing to represent us when these calls 
come? If you are interested in joining a Temple Speakers’ 
Bureau, please notify Matilda.

Community Oneg in the Temple Social Hall 
following Erev Rosh Hashanah Services

Contact Jan Forstein at bityah01@aol.com or Steph 
Wood at bepanie@midco.net if you would like to 
bring a food item or make a monetary donation.
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DONATIONS
( May 10 - August 9, 2017)

Please send all Temple contributions to:
PO Box 756, Sioux Falls, SD 57101

GENERAL FUND
In honor of the marriage of Avi Forstein 
and Leslie Lenau from Shelly & Jay 
Rosenberg
In appreciation of the many Congregation 
members who are providing prayers 
and food at this most diffi  cult time from 
Miriam & Joel Greene
In memory of Marvin Bailin from Marilyn 
& David Aronson; Marty Davidsohn; 
Mark & Matilda Oppenheimer; Freda & 
Dick Hosen 
In memory of Mark Howard Fletcher from 
Jay Rosenberg
With best wishes for good days to Miriam 
Greene from Marilyn & Dave Aronson
With best wishes for a full recovery to Judy 
Lampert from Shelly & Jay Rosenberg
In memory of Cindy Victor from Lillian 
& Harry Greenbaum
To the Congregation from the Louis and 
Dorothy Hurwitz Mount Zion Temple 
Endowment  Fund of the Sioux Falls Area 
Community Foundation
To the Congregation from the Hyman and 
Nila Pitts Charitable Funds of the Sioux 
Falls  Area Community Foundation
To the Congregation from Gail & Richard 
Klein; Judy Lampert; Micah ben Yehudi; 
Freda & Dick Hosen; Mitch Bernstein 
(Aberdeen); Marilyn & Dave Aronson; 
Leta & Chuck Levinger; Jan Forstein; 
Shelly & Jay Rosenberg; Royce & 
Steve Hansman; Carla Fauske & Peter 
Lieberman
 
YAHRZEITS
In memory of her mother Edna Hiatt from  
Judy Lampert
In memory of Edward Ezrailson from 
Cathy Ezrailson
In memory of Paulette Robitsky Oakes 
from Rosie & Mike Mace

SISTERHOOD
To Sisterhood from Lorna Gallanter; 
Dawn Gutnik

STUDENT RABBI
MICHAEL WEISS’S SCHEDULE

September 8th - 10th

 September 20th - 21st: Rosh Hashanah

September 22nd -  24th

September 29th - 30th: Yom Kippur

 October 13th - 15th: Simchat Torah

October 27th - 29th

November 17th - 19th

December 8th - 10th 
Mount Zion Temple Sisterhood
Thank you to all who have so promptly sent their Sisterhood Dues and or 
Uniongram subscription payments! We appreciate your support! 

Sisterhood dues are divided among the National Women of Reform Judaism 
offi  ce, the Midwest District Women of Reform Judaism offi  ce and our local 
Sisterhood chapter. Locally, Sisterhood maintains the Temple’s kitchen, 
assists with Onegs and Seders, operates the Gift Shop and runs the Uniongram 
program. Sisterhood members assist the Congregation with programming as 
well as providing other fi nancial support to the community. Annual dues are 
$25.00 per year and new members are always welcome. If you wish to join 
Sisterhood, please contact Matilda Oppenheimer (home: 605-332-8404). 

Uniongram subscriptions are $18.00 per year. Sisterhood membership is not 
required to participate in this program. As a subscriber, your name will be 
included on the list of signatories when a Uniongram is sent to a member 
of the community. Uniongrams are sent to commemorate major life events 
(for example, celebration of Bar/Bat Mitzvah; milestone birthdays and 
anniversaries; weddings) and to express condolences upon the loss of a loved 
one. If you wish to add your name to our list, please contact Margo Olson 
(home: 605-371-2020). 

Gift Shop 
We have honey pots, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, mezuzah cases & scrolls, 
jewelry and so much more! Please call us for an appointment to browse and/or 
to make a purchase! And, it is not too early to submit your requests for special 
orders of items for Chanukah! 

Gift Shop Co-Chairs: Judy Lampert (home: 605-339-3170)
and Matilda Oppenheimer (home: 605-332-8404) 
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Visiting Groups
to the Temple

Our congregation is served by a Student 
Rabbi who is available a limited number 

of weekends from September through 
May. We encourage your scheduling 
your Friday evening worship services 
visit only when the Student Rabbi is 

in residence. For Friday evening visits 
and/or in cases where other scheduling 
arrangements are needed, please call or 
email the President of the congregation 

who will assist you with scheduling.

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

Do a mitzvah for the community -
Be part of the solution

Please note that we are in need of 
leaders for Friday night Shabbat 
Services when there is no Student 
Rabbi in town. There are several 
community members who are happy 
to assist you with preparing and/or 
leading the services. 
Prayers/readings/songs may be led 
in English or Hebrew at the service 
leader’s prerogative. We are in 
the process of setting a schedule 
for service leaders for this fall. 
Please contact Jan Forstein, Ritual 
Committee to volunteer at bityah01@
aol.com or leave her a message at 
332-3354.

Do a Mitzvah!
Most Friday afternoons (3:30 pm - approx 5:30 
pm), volunteers are needed to assist with Faith 
Temple Church’s food distribution at the Sioux 
Empire Fairgrounds. On the THIRD Friday of 
every month….anyone interested in helping with 
the Food Giveaway is invited to meet in the Mt. 
Zion Temple parking lot at 2:30 pm to carpool 
over to the Fairgrounds. Please note that you are 
welcome to help with the Food Giveaway on any 
Friday that it is held and you are free to drive 
over on your own even on these third Fridays. 
But for those interested in driving over together, 
this option is being off ered.

Help support the 
extraordinary works 
of Hadassah with a 
card or certifi cate! 
Contact Cards & 
Certfi cates Chair 

Carol Rosenthal if 
you’d like to make a 
donation. Th ere’s a 

card or certifi cate in 
every price range and 
for every occasion!!

Gail Klein, 
Chapter 
President

The Bonanzaville North Dakota Jewish History Exhibit open  August 15th

Presented by: 
Cass County Historical Society - Bonanzaville 

Chabad  Jewish Center of North Dakota 

Jewish Community Rela ons Council of Minnesota and 
the Dakotas 

Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest 

Bonanzaville 
1351 Main Ave. West 
West Fargo, ND 58078 

Rabbi Benjamin Papermaster (pictured with his 9 sons) arrived in North 
Dakota in 1890, where he served the majority of his career as chief rabbi of 
Grand Forks, N.D.   

The North Dakota 
Jewish Experience:

Th B ill N th D k t J i h Hi t E hibit A t 15th

S h v i t z i n g  i t  O u t  o n  T h e  P r a i r i ee  

TIDINGS 
DEADLINE:

SEPT. 10th
Remember to submit articles 

appropriate for the
October Tidings.

To submit articles, email them to:
carol@theprintersinc.com
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PLANT A TREE
IN ISRAEL!

Reforest Israel by planting trees 
in Israel through Hadassah/

JNF, the Jewish National Fund.
The price of one tree is $18.

To purchase a tree, contact 
SHELLY ROSENBERG at

513-226-8651 or email her at
shellyrosenberglpa@gmail.com

“Like”
South Dakotans

for Israel on 
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/SD4Israel

Join Us
at the Table!

Our potluck dinners have been a HUGE 
success. Everyone who comes says they are 
great and it’s reallly wonderful to get together 
and share a Shabbat meal. The next Shabbat 
potluck dinner is September 1st at 6:00 
pm. Save October 6th for the one after this 
month’s. We hope to see even more  of our 
community there. Just bring a dish and join 
us.

This dinner is open to all families of the 
congregation. This dinner will occur every 
fi rst Friday of the month whether the Student 
Rabbi is in town or not. The dinner will 
conclude before services. Attendees are 
not required to go to services following the 
dinner but are certainly welcome to do so. 
Please put this on your calendar and join us. 

For more information, contact Stephen 
Rosenthal at rosenthal.stephen@gmail.

com or call the Temple at 338-5454. 

The Temple is
on Facebook and has a website!

Check it out and
“Like” us today!!

Hosts for Student 
Rabbi Michael 
Weiss’s Friday

and Saturday meals 
are needed.

Please contact Marty 
Davidsohn at

martydavidsohn@gmail.com
or 254-8434 and reserve

your favorite date. 

Oneg Shabbat
Hosts Needed:

Please Volunteer

I would like to ask for 
volunteers for Onegs for this 
winter. Please let me know if 
you are willing to help out.

I prefer email
(Cathy.Ezrailson@usd.edu)

but my cell is 281-773-5458. 

Thank you so much, 
Cathy Ezrailson

Remember to shop at the 
Sisterhood Gift Shop! 
Matilda Oppenheimer (332-8404)

and Judy Lampert (339-3170)

SISTERHOOD 
GIFT SHOP

SHABBAT POTLUCK DINNER SHABBAT POTLUCK DINNER 
ON FRIDAY, September 1stON FRIDAY, September 1st
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Pot luck D innerPot luck D inner
Friday, September 1, 2017 at 6:00 pm

Friday, October 6, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Friday, November 3, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Friday, December 8, 2017 at 6:00 pm

Mt. Zion Congregation
www.mtzionsf.com
14th & Duluth Streets
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-0756

President: ...............Mark Oppenheimer
Vice President: ................DaNiel Wood
Treasurer: ...........Matilda Oppenheimer
Secretary: ...........................Stuart Jacobs
Board of Directors: ........David Aronson

Jan Forstein
Raleigh Hansman

Judy Lampert
Richard Scholten
Stephanie Wood

Past President: ..............Royce Hansman



YAHRZEITS
All Yahrzeits that are observed Sunday through 
Saturday are read the Friday of that same week. 
If a Yahrzeit is not listed or you need information 
concerning Yahrzeits, please call Jan Forstein at 
332-3354. A Yahrzeit card and envelope will be 

sent to you to notify you of upcoming Yahrzeits. (If 
you do not receive your notifi cation, please contact 
Jan.) Also included with the notifi cation card is a 
donor envelope if you wish to make a donation to 

the Temple in memory of your loved one.

September 1st
Max Beissinger   
Goldie  Koplow   
David Margulies

September 8th
Charles Ofstein   
Helen Fantle   
Leone Kroloff   
Lee Altman  
Lina Mandelbaum
Joseph Breslow    
Alexander George Koplow

September 15th
Isadore D Eirinberg     
Lena Eirinberg   
Jerry Wagner   
 Judee Epstein   
Fred Harris 

September 22nd
Samuel Brown    
Samuel Sigelman   
Paul Gallanter    
Henrietta Kopel 
Aaron Magasiner  

* ROSH HASHANAH SERVICES
Evening Service, Wednesday, September 20th, 7:30 p.m.
Community Oneg in the Temple Social Hall following Services

Morning Service, Thursday, September 21st, 10:00 a.m.
Tashlich Service, Thursday, September 21st, 
 Rotary-Norlin Park (26th & Southeastern), 4:00 p.m.
A Tashlich service is held on the shore of a free flowing body of water and is a symbolic ceremony where 
we toss bread into the river, stream, etc.. as if we were casting off our sins for the previous year.
It is a very informal ceremony and is often a highlight of the high holidays for children and families.

* SHABBAT SHUVAH SERVICE
Friday, September 22nd, 7:30 p.m.

* CEMETERY SERVICES
Sunday, September 24th:

10:00 a.m. at Mt. Zion Cemetery (E. 12th St.)
Immediately following at Sons of Israel Cemetery (E. 12th St.)

* YOM KIPPUR SERVICES
Kol Nidre, Friday, September 29th, 7:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Day Services, Saturday, September 30th:
Morning Service, 10:00 a.m.
Afternoon Service, 2:00 p.m.
Yizkor Memorial Service, 4:00 p.m. (approx.)
Concluding Service, 5:00 p.m. (approx.)

SUCCOT
Succot Service: Friday, October 6th, 7:30 p.m.
(following Potluck Dinner)

* SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE
Friday, October 13th, 7:30 p.m.

HIGH HOLY

DAYS SCHEDULE
  

NOTE: There will not be babysitters provided this year, however, there will be a
space available for parents to take their children and attend to them if they wish.

* Student Rabbi Michael Weiss 
WILL be present for these 

services. For other services,
a lay-leader will preside.

September 29th
Eli Hosen   
Allan “Sonny” Radin   
Richard “Dick” Lewin    
Ruth Goldstein 
Bertl Schotten    
Harry Pitts   
Bernard Haar     
Bessie Kaufman 

October 6th
Gitta Greenstein   
Harlan Hiatt   
Leopold Rosenst ein    
Fannye Radin 



Mt. Zion Congregation - September 2017
SATURDAYSUNDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAYMONDAY

8 (Elul 18)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
STUDENT RABBI WEISS
Ki Tavo, Deut. 26:1-29:8
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22

NO Food Giveaway
Adam, Ben & Coby Spektor Bdays

22 (Tishri 3)

7:30 pm Shabbat Shuvah Service
STUDENT RABBI WEISS
Haazinu, Deut. 32:1-52
Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10;
Micah 7:18-20; Joel 2:15-27

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm
Jan Forstein Bday

15 (Elul 25)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service

Nitzavim-Vayeilech,
 Deut. 29:9-31:30
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10-63:9 
Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm
(meet at 2:30 at Temple to carpool)
Joel Greene Bday

2

10 am Torah Study

Joyce Maggied Bday

9

10 am Torah Study

7 pm Adult Ed & Havdalah 
led by Student Rabbi Weiss

16

10 am Torah Study

Jodie Forstein, Benjamin Jacobs Bdays

23
10 am Torah Study

6

7 pm
Shofar Workshop
Mt Zion Temple

Lenae & Stephen
Schwartz Anniv

5

Lenae Schwartz Bday

43

1413121110

262524
CEMETERY SERVICES: 
10:00 am Mt. Zion
Cemetery (E. 12th St.)
Immediately following at 
Sons of Israel Cemetery
10 am - 12 pm: Rel School
Stephen Rosenthal Bday

20

7:30 pm
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Service
Followed by New 
Year's Oneg

1917

9 am:
Temple Board Meeting

10 am - 12 pm:
Religious School

28

18

Fred Bryner Bday

27

7:31 pm

7:18 pm

7:06 pm

7

Steve Hicks Bday

21

10:00 am
Rosh Hashanah 
Service

4 pm: Tashlich
Rotary-Norlin Park

A reminder that proper attire should 
be worn when participating in 

services at Mt. Zion Temple. Your 
cooperation with this matter is 

greatly appreciated.

29 (Tishri 10)

7:30 pm Kol Nidre/Shabbat
 Service
STUDENT RABBI WEISS
Ki Teitzei, Deut. 21:10-25:19
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

30

NO TORAH STUDY

Yom Kippur Morning
Service 10 am
Yom Kippur Afternoon
Service begins at 2 pm

6:53 pm

1 (Elul 12)

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
POTLUCK DINNER 6 pm

Ki Teitzei, Deut. 21:10-25:19
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

7:44 pmWednesday, Sept 6th at 7 pm:  Chabad Rabbi Mendel Alperowitz will lead a special study session at Mt. Zion 
Temple. This session is open to all ages. The topic is “Everything you have ever wanted to know about the 
Shofar from ‘Why do we use a ram’s horn’ to ‘How is the horn crafted’ to opportunities to actually try to 

blow the Shofar!”  Rabbi Alperowitz will offer a short talk on the background and meaning of the shofar and 
will demonstrate how one is made. For those who may wish to make one, he will have necessary equipment 
and supplies available at a cost of $15 per person. It is not required that you make one and there is no fee to 

attend and hear the lesson. It would be helpful if you could let us know if you plan to attend and wish to make 
a shofar so that we can ensure that there are enough supplies on hand. mtzioncongregation@gmail.com
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